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SUliSPOTS AND Vi3fITIiER 
I__- 

Sunspots were a t  l o w  ebb i n  l iugust,  1323, when f o r  days none were v i s i b l e  i n  

the tel,escope. NOW they are approaching high t i d e .  I n  o t h e r  words, a maximun 

o f  t h e  eleven-year sunspot  cyc le  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be reached i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  the  n e x t  

few months. 

the c y c l e  averages a l i t t l e  more than  e leven  y e a r s ,  i t  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  l a r g e  v a r i a t i o n s .  

The e x a c t  d a t e  caqnot  be determined i n  advance. Though t h e  l e n g t h  O f  

However, vie have a l r e a d y  reached t h e  s t a g e  when, b e s i d e s  being numerous, 

"lwpots o f t e n  grog t o  an enormous s i z e .  L a s t  yecar twelvegroups o f  s p o t s  b i g  enough 

be seen without a t e l e s c o p e  appeared on t h e  s o l a r  d i s k .  Thus a long-mooted 

9Llcstion c rops  up again.  DO sunspots a f f e c t  t o r r G S t r i a 1  wecthert  

That t h e y  may do EO was f i r s t  sugges ted  by the  astronomer R i C C i O l O  i n  t h e  middle 

O f  thc  seventeenth  ceii tury.  

beginning o f  t h e n i n e t e e n t h  century.  

sir l i ~ i l l i c l m  Herschel i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  a t  the  

He b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  was a r e l a t i o n s h i p  betwoen the 

>bundance o r  s c a r c i t y  o f  s o l a r  s p o t s  and the  p r i c e s  of wheat p r e v a i l i n g  from year  

to Year,  i n d i c a t i n g  some connect ion be tween sunspots  and t e r r e s t r i a l  temperatures .  

Since the  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  eleven-year c y c l e  of s p o t s  became gener 'dly recog- 

n i z e d ,  towmd 1850, hundreds of i n v e s t i g a t o r s  have occupied themselves with t h i s  

Problem. Sunspot r e c o r d s  have beeii comparod with r e c o r d s  o f  temperature ,  r a in fa l l ,  

c l o u d i n e s s ,  t h u n d e r s t o r m ,  t r o p i c a l  cyc lones ,  and so on. It seems t o  be quits easy 

thc  r e s t  of t h e  world of  i t s  e x i s t e n c e J '  The main r e s u l t  o f  a l l  t h i s  hunt- 
d i scover  a sunspot  per iod  i n  a lmost  any r e c o r d  o f  o a r t h l y v e a t h e r ,  b u t  n o t  t o  

% has been - controversy.  
cLCCeptod. D r ,  w, Koeppon found t h a t  the  e a r t h ' s  woather is, on ai averago, a 
l i t t l e  c o o l e r  when sunspots  a r e  numorous than when thoy a r e  scarce .  
I l u c t u a t i o n  involved i s  v e r y  small a d  i s  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  well rnarked o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  
t r o p i c s ,  

Onl3; one r e l a t i o n s h i p  has  been q u i t e  g e n e r a l l y  

The tomperatUr0 
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