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? PVKYTHEWEATHER ? Mailed Ju ly  13, 1927 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

WET-WEATHXR SATWTS ---.-I-- ---.I 

The familiar supe r s t i t i on  r e l a t i n g  t o  S. W i t h i n t s  Day (July 15) has been 

discussed i n  these notes i n  previous years, an.d therefore we have not reverted 

to  i t  t h i s  year. We should l i k e ,  however, t o  c a l l  a t t en t ion  t o  the f a c t  that, 

in various parts of the  world, there  a r e  f u l l y  half a dozen other s a i n t s  whose 

i n  the  church calendar, a r e  c red i ted  with the prognostic character ascribed 

to  St. Swithin's Day i n  England and the United S ta tes .  

Thus in  France r a in  on S t .  Medard:s nay (June 8) and also on St.  Gervaisls 

and S t .  P r o t a i s l s  Day (June 19) ,  i s  rcgsrded as a sign of f o r t y  days1 r a i n  t o  

f o l l o w .  

a l i t e r a l  in te rpre ta t ion  of the r u l e  would mean that r a i n  on June 8 i s  followed 

A s  the second of these da tes  c o m ~ ) s  l e s s  than f o r t y  days a f t e r  the f i r s t ,  

r a i n  every day until July 29: and, as the r u l e  i s  said t o  work both ways, dry 

weather on June 8 would ind ica te  an unbroken drought u n t i l  J u l y  29. 

I n  Scotland, Bullion's Day (July 4) and i n  Flanders St. Godelivels Day (Ju ly  6) 

a r e  Supposed t o  furn ish  the  same tokens of coming weather. The forty-day period 

that f igures  In  these myths i s  probably due t o  the influence of the Deluge s tory  

in the Bible, while the myths themselves probably go back t o  very ancient times. 

Possibly they had t h e i r  o r ig in  i n  India,  where, i n  connection with the monsoons, 

long periods of pe r s i s t en t  r a in  and a l s o  of unbroken drought a r e  much COmOner 

than they a r e  i n  Europe, and a r e  a l s o  of such v a s t  economic importance that they 

would be l i k e l y  t o  give r i s e  to popular legends. 
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