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FIRING CANNON AT WATERSPOUTS_ 

DO s a i l o r s  s t i l l  f i r e  cannon at waterspouts?  The p r a c t i c e  i s  mentioned i n  

Camoens1 "Lusiad" and o t h e r  works of the  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and i t  was n o t  uncommon 

a genera t ion  o r  so ago. 

The modern i d e a  about t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  t h a t  the  v o r t e x  of t h e  spout can be 

broken up, e i t h e r  by the  passage o f  a p r o j e c t i l e  through i t  o r  by the  atmospheric 

waves s e t  up by t h e  f i r i n g .  I n  former t imes,  however, no such n o t i o n  was e n t e r t a i n -  

ed.  

f r i g h t e n i n g  away what was be l ieved  t o  be a l i v i n g  monster of t h e  deep. 

and medieval days waterspouts  were thought t o  be dragons. 

Cannonading was merely one o f  s e v e r a l  methods employed f o r  tha purpose of 

I n  a n c i s n t  

Before the  invent ion  of  

gunpowder, s e v e r a l  o t h e r  noise-making procedure6,were i n  use among s a i l o r s  t o  keep 

t h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  a t  a d i s t a n c e .  The mariners who sighLe4 a spout  would shout ,  stamp 

on the deck, b e a t  drums and gongs, o r  c l a s h  t h e i r  swords. These p r a c t i c e s  were 

k e p t  up long a f t e r  cannon bogan t o  be used f o r  the  same purpose.  

Thus f i r i n g  cannon a t  waterspouts  i s b a s e d  on ignorance a i d  s u p e r s t i t i o n .  No 

'Ja'berspout was ever  d i s p e l l e d  by t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  or by any o t h e r  a r t i f i c i a l  process .  

It. i s  j u s t  u s  f u t i l e  as t h e  process  of  bombarding the  c louds  t o  b r i n g  r a i n .  
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