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? WHY TIE WEATHER t Mailed Ju ly  21, 1927 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

THZ BEAUFORT wrm SCALE 

4% well-equipped meteorological s t a t i o n $  the force  of the wind i s  measured 

w i t h  ins tmments ,  c a l l e d  

pe r  hour o r  meters per  second. 

world, who have no such instruments a t  t h e i r  d i sposa l ,  es t imate  the force of the  

wind from i ts  observed e f f e c t s ,  and record it on a Scale of 1 3  poin ts ,  ranging from 

O, calm, up t o  12, a Iiurricane. 

Admiral S i r  Francis Beaufort ,  i n  1805, f o r  use i n  the  B r i t i s h  Navy. 

memometers, which show the speed of air movement i n  miles 

A g r e a t  number o f  weather observers  throughout the 

This sca le  was de8ised by Captain, af terwards 

In i t s  o r ig ina l  form the Beaufort Sca le  def ined the  d i f f e r e n t  degrees 0.f force 

T 
'y i nd ica t ing  the speed a sai l ing-ship would make, o r  the amount of sail  she could 

The s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  have s ince  been rev ised  t o  adapt them t o  the r i g  ca r ry ,  

O f  modern vesse l s ,  and the s c a l e  i s  ;sed by s a i l o r s  of all n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  

years ago the B r i t i s h  %teoro logica l  Office drew up a s e t  of s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  t o  adapt  

the sca le  f o r  use on land. 

Weather Bureau. 

Some 

These have r e c e n t l y  been adopted by the United S t a t e s  

They run as follows: 

0. C a l m ;  smoke r i s e s  v e r t i c a l l y , '  
Direct ion of  wind shown by smoke d r i f t  b u t  no t  by wind vanos. 
wind f e l t  on face ; leaves r u s t l e ;  ordinary vane moved by wind. 
Leaves and small twigs i n  cons tan t  motion; wind extends l i g h t  f l ag .  
Raises d u s t  and loose paper; small branches are  moved. 
Small t r e e s  i n  l e a f  begin t o  sway; wavelets form on in land  waters.  
Large branches i n  motion; whis t l ing  heard i n  te legraph  wires; u a b r e l l a s  

Whole t r e e s  i n  motion; inconvenience f e l t  when walking aga ins t  wind. 
Breaks t w i g s  of t r e e s ;  genera l ly  impedes-progress. 
S l i g h t  s t r u c t u r a l  damage occurs (chimney-pots and s l a t e s  removed). 
Soldom experienced inland,  t r e e s  uprooted; considerable s t r u c t u r a l  damago. 
Very r a r e l y  experienced; accompanied by widespread damage. 

used with d i f f i c u l t y .  

No desc r ip t ion  is provided f o r  No. 12, which i s  the f u l l  force  of a hurricane. 
( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved  -by-Science se rv ice ,  Inc .') 
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