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Yuma, Arizona, has a dry c l ias tb ,  but  not so dry a8 has sometimes been aleged.  

I Once quoted i n  a magazine a r t i c l e  a somewhat overwrought p i c tu re  of the a r i d i t y  

Prevai l ing there ,  from the pen of  t h a t  usua l ly  accurate  w r i t e r ,  the  l a t e  Df. J, S. 

Bil l ings,  rind was properly ca l l ed  t o  account by the meteorologis t  i n  charge of the 

Y'ma weather s t a t ion .  

The Same place i s  r a t h e r  sub jec t  t o  hot  weather, bu t  the following poet ic  gem 

3f Purest  r a y  serene,  which appears i n  the journal  "American Speech," i s  a slander:  

The boy s tood on the burning deck, 
He d id  n o t  Whoop nor h o l l e r ,  
The f i r e  came up and scorched h i s  neck 
And singed h i s  paper c o l l a r .  

H i s  comacles said, 'lwhy don ' t  you jump~ll 
Said  he,  "Oh8wonft you loan a 
Man a p a i r  o f  b lankets ,  I ' m  
mom Yuma, Arizona. 

What a r e  the  cold (or  any r a t e  cool )  hard f a c t s  about Yumats c l imate?  My o f f i -  

cial colleague a t  t h a t  place wr i t e s  t h a t  "i ts  reputa t ion  f o r  hotness is world-wide, 

h t  not  more than half deserved. m e  a r i d i t y  i s  assumed from the small r a i n f a l l ,  

r ia tural ly  but  n o t  r i g h t f u l l y , "  

The humidity i s ,  however, low enough t o  temper g r e a t l y  the hea t  of summer. 

m's on one occasion, when the thermometer climbed t o  120, there  were no h e a t  pros- 

t ra t ions,  no hea t  s t rokes.  Work and business  went on as usual. The dry hea t  Was 

'uite endurable. 
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