
Released on r e c e i p t  
b u t  intended f o r  use 
August 2, 1927 

A Science  s e r v i c e  Feature  

1 WHY TEE W A m R  1 Mailed July 26, 1927 

By Charles  H t z h u g h  Talman 
Author i t y  on Mete 0 r 0 1 0 g y 

THE PAMPERO 

The (1pampero" is  t h e  most famous weather phenomenon of  the  South American r e g i o n  

ad jacent  t o  t h e  R i o  de l a  P l a t a  c t h e  "River p l a t e "  o f  c o l l o q u i a l  Engl ish.  It is 

5 v i o l e n t  squa l l  from the  southwest,  blowing c h i e f l y  dur ing  t h e  months from July 

t o  September. 

The storm i s  ushered i n  by c louds  t o  the southwest ,  which have a r o l l e d  and 

Their  forms a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  t u f t e d  a p p e a r a c e ,  l i k e  huge b a l e s  of b lack  co t ton .  

changing. 

Q minute. Following t h e s e  g u s t s ,  t h e  s torm comes with h u r r i c a n e  f o r c e ,  blowing up 

enormous c l o u d s  of d u s t ,  which sometimes spread  such a p a l l  of darkness  over  t h e  

land t h a t  i t  i s  hard  t o  f i n d  one's w a y  about.  

l i n g  with the  dwt, becomes a shower of mud, 

accompmy t h e  pampero. With the  pass ing  of  the  s torm t h e r e  i s  a marked f a l l  i n  

temperature.  

They =e accompanied by g u s t s  of h o t  wind, blowing a t  i n t e r v a l s  of about  

Often heavy r a i n  falls, and, ming- 

Thunder and l i g h t n i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  

Shipping i n  t h e  River  p la te  s u f f e r s  s e v e r e l y  i n  t h e s e  storms. 

A pampero g e n e r a l l y  lasts o n l y  a q u a r t e r  of  an hour o r  60, b u t  i n  the  year  

The bed of the  1793, i t  is said, one blew without i n t e r m i s s i o n  for t h r e e  days. 

g i v e r  was l a i d  d r y  f o r  a d i s t a n c e  o f  t e n  mile6 from t h e  shore ,  r e v e a l i n g  the  

Wrecks of many v e s s e l s  t h a t  had been l o s t  y e a r s  before .  

The pampero belongs t o  the  type of wind known t o  meteoro logis t s  a6 the  " l i n e  

aqua1 1 (1 . 
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