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THE ROARING FORTIES 

The name t'ROaring For t iesn  was appl ied by sailors t o  the oceanic a r e a  of the 

"Uthern hemisphere between l a t i t u d e s  40 and 50 long before  landsmen face t ious ly  

appl ied i t  t o  the  focus of  n igh t  l i f e  i n  New York City, 

In  both hemispheres westerly winds p reva i l  from about l a t i t u d e  30, the poleward 

l i m i t  of  the t rade  winds, t o  the borders  of the polar  regions.  In the  northern hemi- 

sphere the "preva i l ing  westerliesll  a r e  much in t e r rup ted  by moving cyclones and anti- 

cyclones. In the southern,  the winds blow more s t e a d i l y  from a westerly quadrant,  

and as the re  a r e  few land f ea tu res  t o  impede t h e i r  progress  they attain g r e a t  

s t rength .  The winds of t he  "Roaring For t i e s "  a re  descr ibed as the "Brave West 

Windsc1. S a i l i n g  sh ips ,  by t h e i r  a id ,  a re  ab le  t o  compete with steamers i n  t rade  

between England and New Zealand, v i a  the Cape of  Good Hope, 'the ' re turn journey being 

made around Cape Horn. 

A t  one time these wes ter l ies  o f  t h e  southern oceans were genera l ly  regarded as 

a Permanent stream of  a i r ,  as steady as the t r ades ,  It i s  now know, howecer, t h a t  

"my cyclonic  d is turbances  t r ave l  eastward i n  t h a t  region. As i n  the  southern hemi- 

sphere the winds i n  a cyclone have a "clockwiseft d i r e c t i o n  around the center ,  the 

winds on the northern borders  of theso storms a r e  wester ly ,  The Centers usua l ly  
lie south o f  the 43d p a r a l l e l  i n  winter and south of tho 46th p a r a l l e l  i n  summer. By 
keeping well t o  the northward of the storm cen te r s  i n  "running he r  eas t ing  downIf, as 
sailors say, a vesse l  ge t s  the b e n e f i t  not  on ly  o f  the general  d r i f t  of the atmos- 
phere from west t o  e a s t  b u t  a l so  of the strong west winds of  the cyclonic  c i r c u l a t i o n  
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