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PALOUS rnz 
Dust  storms assume a v a r i e t y  of  forms and a r e  known under many names i n  d i f f e r -  

en t  p a r t s  of  the  world. The Palouse region of northern Idaho, together  with a 

l a rge  ad jacent  a r ea  of  the  northwestern United S ta t e s ,  i s  the home of the ItPalousertt. 

The s t o r m s  thus designated a r e  the bane o f  housekeepers, bu t  a r e  responsible  f o r  the 

gradual depos i t  of  a deep l a y e r  of  very f e r t i l e  s o i l .  M r .  J. A. Larson s a y s  o f  

themt 

"The d u s t  pene t ra tes  i n t o  every house and o f f i c e ,  making i t  possible  f o r  any- 

one t o  wri te  h i s  name on the furn i ture .  When the storm i s  accompanied by r a in  o r  

Snow, the  wi&u/ panes and bui ldings a r e  besmirched w i t h  s t r e a k s  of r e d  d i r t ,  To 

have one of  these  storms happen immediately a f t e r  pa in t ing  a house i s  exasperating. 

"The dus t  i s  l a id  down i n  the mountains of northern Idaho, where it may be seen 

any day and anywhere during the summer months. 

f luenced the growth and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of one o f  Amcricats most valuable  timber t r e e s ,  

Here It no doubt has profoundly in- 

the western white pine,  f o r  the b e s t  growth and development of  t h i s  species  t akes  

Place on the deep s o i l s  which l i e  d i r e c t l y  i n  the  path o f  the wester ly  winds carry-  

i1lg and depos i t ing  the d u s t ,  

'lono very pronounced dus t  storm occurred i n  March, 1917, when the d e s e r t  reg ion  

A t  t h i s  t h e  a s h p i c  was dry  and bare but  the fores ted  a r e a  undor a cover o f  snow, 

of dus t  as i t  had f a l l e n  on the  finow was taken, the  snow melted and the amount o f  

dry s o i l  weighed. This showed t h a t  the  depos i t  i n  a s ingle  s torm amounted t o  600 

Pounds per acre." 
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