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&ER OLOGY 

The word ttaerologylt means l i t e r a l l y  a discourse on the a i r ,  and wa6 used t o  

some ex ten t  i n  the  e ighteenth  century a6 the  name o f  the science that  i s  now Uni- 

v e r s a l l y  c a l l e d  Ifme t e  osologytt. ' 

Early i n  the  present  cen tury  many inves t iga t ion6  of the f r e e  atmosphere were 

made by means of k i t e s  and balloons.  This f i e ld  of research soon became a leading  

branch of meteorology and a spec ia l  name was needed f o r  it. Hence i n  the year 1906 

the In t e rna t iona l  Commission f o r  S c i e n t i f i c  AeronatltScs, a t  a meeting held i n  

N i l a n ,  adopted tlaerology'l as t ho  name fo r  the  s tudy of the f r e e  atmosphere through- 

o u t  i t s  v e r t i c a l  ex ten t ,  as d is t inguished  from inves t iga t ions  confined t o  the l a y e r  

o f  atmosphere ad jacent  t o  the earth!s surface.  

Ninety, times out  o f  a hundred the rterm is used i n  t h i s  sense i n  cu r ren t  scien- 

t i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e ,  bu t  t he  hundredth case ha6 l a t e l y  become prominent enough t o  be 

a Possible source of  confu6ion. In  theyear 1920 D r .  E. Vernon H i l l ,  of  Chicago, 

"uggested the use o f  llaerologylt as a name f o r  the  science and a r t  o f  v e n t i l a t i o n .  

110 has since founded a monthly magazine c a l l e d  '!The Aerologis t" ,  i n  accordanco 

of  the  term, and t h i s  journal i s  now i n  i t s  t h i r d  volume, 
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