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JULY WEATHER - AND MURPHY - 
July, 1927, h a s  passed and the  m e r i c a n  farmer i s  c h e e r f u l .  Most of t h e  g r e a t  

Corn s t a p l e  c rops  o f  t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  are f l o u r i s h i n g .  Wheat w i l l  be a bumper crop.  

has  made r a p i d  recovery  from t h e  e f f e c t s  of adverse  c o n d i t i o n s  las t  spr ing .  The 

weather of  t h o  p a s t  month was i n  no way except iona l  o r  remarkable, 

The u n o f f i c i a l  p r o g n o s t i c a t o r  who th rea tened  u s  with d e v a s t a t i n g  c o l d  waves i n  

July took a long  shot .  The odds were a hundred t o  one a g a i n s t  him, b u t  he might 

hav0 h i t  the mark. Such t h i n g s  have happened. There was t h e  case o f  Murphy* 

I n  England, a f te r  t h e  l a p s e  of n e a r l y  a contury ,  thoy s t i l l  t a l k  o f  Wurphyts  

Winter". Daniel  Murphy publ i shed  a "Weather Almanac", i n  which, among a number of 

vWUe and haphazard prophec ies ,  he d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  loyost  temperature  of 1838 

would be experienced on January 20. This p r e d i c t i o n  was v e r i f i e d  i n  tho f u l l e s t  

mcasure. January 20 was t h e  c o l d e s t  day England had known f o r  generat ions.  The 

Prophet became famous overn ight .  People f locked  t o  the  b o o k s e l l e r s  t o  buy c o p i e s  

of  h i s  almanac. The e d i t i o n  vas soon exhausted and t h i s  work a c t u a l l y  underwent more 

than f i f t y  r e p r i n t i n g s  t o  s a t i s f y  p u b l i c  demand. 

f o r  1838 with t h e  weather t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  day by day d u r i n g  t h a t  year  i n  London. 
The announcements f o r  197 days were d e c i d e d l y  wrong. The o t h e r s  were w h o l l y  o r  
P a r t l y  r i g h t ,  b u t  were most ly  as i n d e f i n i t e  and c l a s t i c  as almanac weather  pre- 
d i c t i o n s ' a r e  wont t o  bo. One lucky guess  made t h e  a u t h o r  immortal, and, i n c i -  
dentally, r i c h ,  

Mc t e o r o l o g i s t s  have s i n c e  compared t h e  d a i l y  p r e d i c t i o n s  i n  Murphyts almanac 
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