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A Science se rv ice  Feature --- 
t WHY THE WEATHER 0 Mailed August 3, 1927 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

' The Weather Buroas has r e c e n t l y  received a Ci rCWSta3I t i a l  account of a par t icu-  

l w l y  des t ruc t ive  tornado t h a t  occurred on April  12 of t h i s  year i n  Edwards and Real 

Texas4 Fortunately only one town was d i r e c t l y  i n  thepath of the storm. 

was Rocksprings, the county s e a t  of Edwards County, with a population o f  1,200. 

The tornado h i t  t h i s  place without warning a t  7850 p,m. A minute and a h a l f  

l a t e r  only 12 bui ld ipgs  were l o f t  standing i n  the  town, and six o f  these were badly 

Many bui ld ings  disappeared e n t i r e l y ,  even t o  the foundations,  leaving no 

t r U e  of timber o r  contents .  

the wind, 

f i r e  and burned. 

Concrete and stone f a i l e d  t o  withstand the fury  of 

The courthouse and the post  o f f i c e  p a r t l y  escaped the tornado, bu t  caught 

This d i s a s t e r  c o s t  the l i v e s  of 72 people and in jured  200 moreo Many in jured  

people viere f u r t h e r  bru ised  and c u t  by heavy h a i l ,  which 9611 during and a f t e r  'khe 

8 t o m ,  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  sequel of t h i s  tornado was the  attempt mads a f e w  days l a t e r  by 

a b a t h e r  Bureau of f ic ia l  t o  follow and map tho  path o f  tho storm from an a i rp lane .  

l l kxe  the path l a y  ovor open country i t s  course could not be determined, bu t  where 

there were bui ldings and woods t o  provide debr i s  the path was seen t o  be unusually 

wide ;  more than a mile at some points.: The wreckage was strewn i n  such a way as t o  

plainly the "counter-Flockwise" d i roc t ion  o f  the wind around the vortex of  the 

Etorm, 
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