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THE BAROMETZER FLOVER

The pretty "barometer flowers", which have recently made their appearance, in
several varieties, in American shops, are merely the latest version of the chemical
hYgroscope, invented by Woodbury in 1871, Their paper petals are treated with a
strong solutioh of chloride of cobalt, and change color with changes in the amount
of moisture in the atmosphere, Some varieties bear a label on which their indica-

tions are thus set forth:

This 1little flower you must grant

Is something of a sensitive plant.

Place it in the open air,

¥Tis pink when stormy, blue when fair,

And turns a lovely lilac hue

When undecided what ftwill do.
These hygroscopes have been made previously in a great number of fanciful designs,
but the 1ittle flower, standing in miniature pots, arc among the most attractive
8tyles ever produced.

A first cousin of the barometer flower is the chameleon hygroscope. This bears
the picture of the chameleon, which changes color in the same way. The tints corres-
ponding to the three atmospheric conditions indicated are shown in the margin.

0f course such devices are not actually barometers, as they are popularly
called. They are not affected by the weight of the atmosphere, but in showing
Whether the air is moist or dry they sometimes give a hint of coming weather changes.
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