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The p r e t t y  "barometer flowers!', which have r e c e n t l y  made t h e i r  appearance,  i n  

s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s ,  i n  American shops, are merely t h e  l a t e s t  v e r s i o n  of t h e  chemical 

hygroscope, invented by Woodbury i n  1871. Their paper p e t a l s  are t r e a t e d  with a 

s t r o n g  s o l u t i o n  of c h l o r i d e  of c o b a l t ,  and change c o l o r  with changes i n  t h e  amount 

o f  moisture  i l l  t h e  atmosphere, Some v a r i e t i e s  b e a r  8 l j b e l  on which t h e i r  i n d i c a -  

t i o n s  m e  t h u s  s e t  Zorth: 

This  l i t t l e  f lower  you must g r a n t  
Is something of a s e n s i t i v e  p l a n t .  
Place i t  i n  the open a i r ,  
f T i s  pink when stormy, b l u e  when fair ,  
And t u r n s  a l o v e l y  l i l a c  hue 
When undecided what ! t w i l l  do. 

These hygroscopes have been made p r e v i o u s l y  i n  a g r e a t  number o f  f a n c i f u l  des igns ,  

b u t  t h e  l i t t l e  f lower ,  s tanding  i n  minia ture  p o t s ,  m o  among t h e  most a t t r a c t i v e  

s. tyle s ever  produced. 

A f i r s t  cous in  of t h e  barometer  flower i s  t h e  chamoleon hygroscope. This b e a r s  

the p i c t u r e  of the  chameleon, which changes c o l o r  i n  t h e  same way. The t i n t s  c o r m s -  

Pollding t o  t h e  t h r e e  atmospheric c o n d i t i o n s  i n d i c a t e d  a r e  shown i n  t h e  margin. 

Of course such devices  a r e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  barometers ,  as t h e y  a r e  popular ly  

c a l l e d ,  They a r e  n o t  a f f e c t e d  by the  weight of t h e  atmosphere, b u t  i n  showing 

whether t h e  a i r  i s  moist  o r  d r y  they sometimes give a h i n t  of  coming weather ch'ulges. 
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