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MAKING R A I N  I N  KANSAS 

Some Weather Bureau men were r e c e n t l y  swapping anecdotes, and one of them 

the  following: 

"In the o l d  days our weather o f f i c e  was loca ted  on the same f loo r  with the  

U-S.Court, It  was a busy morning we were having. The h a l l  ad jo in ing  our o f f i c e  

Crowded with witnesses and jurors  c a l l e d  i n  on a case. 

"My chief  and I were working on the weather map - t r a n s l a t i n g  the code r epor t s  

as they came i n ,  The crowd was all eyes and ears .  p r e t t y  soon I came t o  a m i s -  

work i n  the Kansas City repor t .  I had had enough experience t o  know t h a t  

it was not a good code word, but I d idn ' t  know exac t ly  what t he  word might mean. 

SO I turned t o  the chief  and asked, 'What s h a l l  we do with Kansas C i ty? '  In o ther  

1 wanted t o  know how t o  i n t e r p r e t  the code wordB,which was a repor t  of  the 

'k i te  of  the  weather i n  Kansas City a t  8 o'clock t h a t  morning. 

'Make i t  r a i n ' .  

The ch ief  answered 

"That was the  s igna l  f o r  the boys out i n  the  h a l l  t o  p r ick  up t h e i r  e a r s .  One 

of  them turned t o  a companion and whispered, with a look of awe on h i s  face,  '?Phey!ru 

w i n g  t o  make i t  r a i n  i n  Kansas City today,'  

"I suppose he ac tua l ly  thought we couldl'l 
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