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Kent Blanc, the h ighes t  rnounttlir: In Z.iro;e, and these s tud ie s  have had, qu i to  

appropr ia te ly ,  t h e i r  Tps arsd d o i x z .  

Two observa tor ies ,  ir,t.anZ-.cd f o r  'mth meteoroZogica1 and astronomical research 

have been e rec t ed  a t  t h e  mry svmmit, the af.-lafnment of which i s  a d i f f i c u l t  feat 

Of moi..mtaj.neering, mt3 f i rs?  ' B X  b u i l t  i n  1893 under the d i r ec t ion  o f  Jannsen, 

the l?rer.ch astronomer, 5 j s  b-&?ding was gradual ly  bur ied  under snow and ice ,  

much smaller observai.Q,_ry WE.S erec ted  on the summit i n  1910, but  t h i s  one a l s o  

Was soon engulfed i n  snow. By the s u m e r  of 1913 i t  had sunk so deep tha t  e v m  

S o u d i n g s  and borings f:.iJ.cd t o  l o c a t e  i t ,  and i t  has never been seen since.  It 

W i l l  pro5rinly emergo some day at, t he  f c o t  of a g l a c i e r .  

in  1925, He climbed the n .c i~?( :~ ln  3 :!.mcs, and was indefa t igahie  i n  p-motiiig 

1'10 ,ggujd.es, mho vollmJ,acred che:r scr*Jis?s, he b u i l t  an observatory on a rock 

s o m  2.istcg1ca below the svminlt.. I n  1098 t h i s  observatory was moved t o  a rm-o  

secure s i t e  oa the Rocner des Bosses, 14?801 f e e t  a%ove sea l e v e l ,  where It ? k i l l  

d e f i e s  the  snows and t e r r i b h  storins of %he moim'cain. Every slim'J-i.zg Ed,PSGn, 

which las tsfrorn the middle of J m e  t o  thc rnitidle of  Septanhsr,  the V d . i o t .  O~-IS(?IL 

vatory i s  v i s i t e d  by a number of sc!ent i f ic  men, mho ca r ry  O r L t  il wide. r?ings of 

i nves t iga t ions  here .  
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