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STUDY THC WELLTTER O MOKNT BFLANGC

Many students of atmospheric phencmena have ccniucted investigations on
Mont Blanc, the highest mounboir in Turope, and these studies have had, quite
appropriately, their ups and dowss.

Two observatories, intencézd for hoth meteorological and astronomical research
have been erected at the very summi%, the attainment of which is a difficult feat
of mountaineering. The firs? was built in 1893 under the direction of Jannsen,
the Prench astronomer. ™iig building was gradually buried under snow and ice,
and afier having been repeasitedly dug out 1t was finally dismantled in 19C9. 4
much smaller observaiory wes erccted on the summit in 1910, but this one also
was soon engulfed in snow. By the summer of 1913 it had sunk so deep that even
soundings and borings fciled to locate 1it, and it has never been seen since. It
will probably emerge some day at the fcot of a glacier.

The greatest scientific cvsermer on Mont Blanc was M. Jeseph Vallot, who died
in 1925, He climbed the mecuntazn 34 times, and was indefatigabie in promoting
the investigations cf cther ciiumbers. In 1890, with the assistance of rere than
100 guides, who volunicered their services, he built an observatory on a rock

- some distgnes below the summit. In 1898 thils observatory was moved to a wore
secure site on the Rocher des Bosses, 14,301 feet above sea level, where it g+ill
defies the gsnows and terribls storms of the mountain. Every climbing ssason,
which lastsfrom the middle of June to the middle of Septenbar, the Valiot obiser.
vatory is visited by a number of scientific men, who carry out & wide range of

investigations here. ’
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