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TORNADO CELLARS - 
There i s  no a b s o l u t e l y  o a f s  re fuge  from a tornado above ground. The tornado 

c e l l a r ,  if p r o p e r l y  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a f f o r d s  complete p r o t e c t i o n  from these  most 

v i c i o u s  of storms. 

A tornado c e l l a r  should n o t  be l o c a t e d  undor a house o r  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g ,  u n l e s s  

i t  h a s  a c e i l i n g  of e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s t r o n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  which will n o t  c o l l a p s o  undor 

f a l l i n g  d e b r i s  i n  case  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  wrecked. 

the c e l l a r  must be o i t h o r  b u r i e d  60 doeply underground o r  80 s t r o n g l y  roofed  t h a t  

Evon when detached from t h e  house 

heavy o b j e c t s  f a l l i n g  on i t  w i l l  n o t  cau6o i t  t o  cavo i n .  

More t h a n  f o t y  y e a r s  ago t h e  Bur l ing ton  Insuranca Company, of Iowa, o f f e r e d  

a P r i z e  of $200 f o r  t h e  b e s t  p l a n s  f o r  a tornado c e l l a r .  

and t h e  p r i z e  was awarded t o  John R. Church, a n  a r c h i t e c t  of Rochester ,  N.Y. His 

There were 122 compet i tors  

r lans and  drawings are p u b l i s h e d  i n  Col .  J.P. F i n l a y ' s  well-known book on tornadoes ,  

which appeared i n  1887r 

Since t h a t  p e r i o d  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  use of c o n c r e t e  h a s  provided a b u i l d i n g  matOri8.1 

adapted  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e s e  refuges. A concre te  tornado c o l l a r  i s  a 

va luable  a d j u n c t  of a farmhouse, even though it  may never  be needed as a r e t r o a t  from 

tornadoes,  because,  on account  o f '  i t s  even temporaturo,  it provides  a good place f o r  

' ;toring f r u i t s  and voge t a b l e s ,  P l a n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  combination tornado and s torago  

c e l l a r s  have been published. by the  P o r t l a n d  Cemunt Assoc ia t ion .  
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