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THE FASTEST RAINFALL ON RECORD 

A "Why t h e  f iea ther?"  n o t e  publ i shed  las t  A p r i l  d e s c r i b e d  a remarkable shower i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  i which t h e  r a t e  a t  which t h e  rai 'n f e l l . . s e t  a new world record .  

shower occurred  i n  t h e e a r l y  morning of A p r i l  5, 1926, a t  Opdd's Camp, on t h e  west 

The 4 
f r o n t  of t h e  San Gabr ie l  Xange, and 1.02 i n c h e s  o r  r a in  f e l l  i n  one minute. The 

Previous r e c o r d  f o r  i n t e n s e  r a i n f a l l  was 2.47 i n c h e s  i n  3 minutes at Por to  Bel lo ,  

Panama I Movemb c r  29,191 1. 

!'.'hen t h i s  event  was f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  information was l a c k i n g  as t o  t h e  method 

which t h e  r a i n  was measured. The fo l lowing  a d d i t i o n a l  d e t a i l  have now come t o  

O p i d ' s  Camp is  a "coopera t ive"  s t a t i o n  of t h e  U.S. Weather Bureau and is a l s o  

of a g m u p  of s t a t i o n s  r e p o r t i n g  t o  t h e  Los Angeles County Flood C o n t r o l  

Cornrniseion. The o b s e r v e r ,  John T. Opid, is an educa ted  and i n t e l l i g e n t  man. H i s  

equiPment i n c l u d e s  a Fergusson weighing rain-gauge, which makes a cont inuous  auto- 

m a t i c  record .  By a lucky chance he had s e t  up a second gauge of t h e  same p a t t e r n  i n  

Oraer t o  compare it w i t h  t h e  s t a t i o n  gauge, prev ious  t o  i t s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a t  anothur  

'-P Some m i l e s  awayI 

and t h e  r e c o r d s  were p r a c t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l .  

Thus i t  happened t h a t  t h e  s h g r  was r e c o r d e d b y  two gauges, 

exposed. 
The instrurnentswere c o r r e c t l x / a s  t h e y  were l o c a t e d  about  75 f c o t  

from t h e  n e a r e s t  t r e e  o r  o t h e r  o b s t r u c t i o n .  

( P r i n t e r :  Note s p e l l i n g  of "Fergusson," wi th  two s's.) 
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