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THE FASTEST RAINFALL ON RECORD

A ®™Why the weather?™ note published last April described a remarkable shower in
California idyhich the rate at which the rain fell.-set & new world record. The

Shower occurred in theearly morning of April 5, 1926, at Opdd's Camp, on the west

front of the San Gabriel Range, and 1.02 inches or rain fell in one minute. The

Previous record for intense rainfall was 2.47 inches in 3 minutes at Porto Bello,

Panama, November 29,1911.

When this event was first reported information was lacking as to the method

by which the rain was measured. The following additional detail have now come to

hand ¢

Opid's Camp is a "cooperative" station of the U.S. Weather Bureau and is also

one of a group of stations reporting to the Los angeles County Flood Gontrol

Commission. The observer, John T. Opid, is an educated and intelligent man. His

€quipment includes a Fergusson weighing rain-gauge, which mekes a continuous auto-

Matic record. By a lucky chence he had set up a sccond gauge of the same pattern in

°rdier to compare it with the station gauge, previous to its installation at another

Cemp some miles aways Thus it happened that the shd@r was recorded by two gauges,

‘and the records were practically identical.
exposed

The instrumentswere correctlz/hs they were located about 75 feet
from the nearest tree or other obstruction.

(Printer: Note spelling of “"Fergusson," with two s's.)
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