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Our f o r e f a t h e r s  knww only  a few uses  f o r  air. Today we look  upon 

t h e  atmosphere as a f i o l d  f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  q u i t e  as important as t h e  ground 

benea th  o u r  f e e t ,  The modern indus t r ia l  chemist  mines t h e  a i r  on a V a s t  8Calo 

f o r  n i t r o g e n  and oxygen, and t o  Gome , e x t e n t  f o r  I t s  r a r e r  ga6e6, Argon, 

e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  air ,  i s  used f o r  f i l l i n g  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t  bu lbs .  Neon, from 

t h e  fiame source ,  i s  used i n  a k ind  of  e l e c t r i c  lamp t h a t  givos  a n  nrange-colorad 

l i g h t  adapted f o r  e l e c t r i c a l  a d v e r t i s i n g  s i g n s  and o t h e r  purposus. 

The " f i x a t i o n "  of  atmospheric n i t r o g e n  i n  t h e  form of  ammonia and o t h e r  

compounds has  r e l i e v e d  t h e  once c r i t i c a l  shortago of t h e s e  products ,  Most 

o f  t h e  oxygen used i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  f o r  c u t t i n g  and welding m e t a l s  and o t h e r  

Purposes i s  o b t a i n e d  by t h e  p r o c e s s  of  l i q u e f y i n g  air at low temperatures, Cornu 

Pressed  air  i s  a wonderful ly  e f f i c i e n t  means of t r a n s m i t t i n g  and applying 

Power, almost vying w i t h  e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  t h e  number of i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  On 

accaunt  of i t s  e l a s t i c i t y  air i s  the b e s t  of shock-absorbers, and hence i s  

Used as a cushion i n  pneumatic t i r e s ,  door-checks and e l e v a t b r  shaf t s . ,  
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