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Canera i s  s imply l e f t  open u n t i l  a f l a s h  o c c u r s  and i s  t h e n  clo6ed. Tf t h e  f l a s h  

happens t o  be i n  t h e  f i e l d  of t h e  c.amera i t s  image w i l l  be r e g i s t e r e d  on t h e  

p l a t e .  

Cassell ' 6 "cyclopaedia  of  Photography, publ i shed  i n  1911, says : "Lightnin$ 

cciinot be photographed d u r i n g  the  daytime, as, however d a r k  t h e  sky is ,  t h e  sun 

is; behind  i t  and a c t i n i c  onough t o  have an a c t i o n  on t h e  dry p l a t e  and make t h e  

l lash i n v i s i b l e  .I1 

A y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  above s ta tement  was published i t  was proved t o  be erroneous 

by Kr. A , s teadwor thy ,  of t h e  Borninion Observatory a t  O t t a w a ,  Canda. 

1912 ,  i n  t h e  middle of  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  he took severa l  e x a o l l e n t  photographs of 

On J u l y  LO, 

l i g h t n i n g .  Re used a combinat ion of a p e r t u r e  and p l a t e  t h a t ,  wi th  t h e  amount of 

d a y l i g h t  p r e v a i l i n g  a t  the  t ime,  would have r e q u i r e d  6 seconds t o  photograph t h e  

landscape .  

O b l i t e r a t e d  t h e  image o f  any l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h  o c c u r r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v a l .  % 

t h e r e f o r e  exposed a number of p l a t e s  about  t h e  tine he judged, from t h e  average 

i f  he had given h i s  p i c t u r e s  t h i s  exposure t h e  d a y l i g h t  would have 

frcqucncgr of  f l a s h e s ,  t h a t  one was l i k e l y  t o  occur ,  and gave each p i c t u r e  an 

exposure of on ly  2 seconds.  Of seventeen  p l a t e s ,  3 showed F i c t u r e s  of l i g h t n i n g  

equal  i n  q u a l i t y  t o  t h e  average photofFaph takon u t  n i g h t .  
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