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DAYTIME PHOTOGRAPHS OF LIGHTINING
Nearly all photographs of lightningare taken at night. The shutter of the

camera 1s simply left open until a flash occurs and is then closed. Tf the flash
happens to be in the field of the camera its image will be registered‘on the
pPlate.

Cassell's f"Cyclopaedia of Photography," published in 1911, says: "Lightning
cannot be phétographed during the daytime, as, however dark the sky is, the sun
ig behing it and actinic euough to have an action on the dry plate and make the
Ilash invisible."

A year after the above statement was published it was proved to be erroncous
by Mr. A . Steadworthy, of the.Dominion Qbservatory at.Ottawa, Canda. On July 10,
1912, in the‘middle of the afte;noon, he took sgveral excellent photogrgphs of
. lightning. We used a combination of aperture and plate that, with the amount of
Caylight prevailing at the time, would have required 6 seconds to photograph the
landsqape. ff he had given his pictures this exposure the daylight would havg
obliterated the image of any lighining flash occurring during the interva;. Hy
therefore exposed a number of plates about the time he judged, from the average
frequency of flashss, tba& one was 1ike;y to o;cur, and gave each picture an -
exposure of only 2 seconds. Of seventeen plates, 3 showed rpictures of lightning
cqual in quality to the average photograph takep at nirht.
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