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MUSURING THE BLUE OF !EL3 SICY 

Xn the year  1790 H. B. de Saussure,  a Swiss pkys i c i s t ,  devised  an instrument 

:b.lled a "cyanornetern f o r  measuring the  blueness of the sky. 

-;olored su r faces ,  ranging through a s e r i e s  o f  shades from white through deeper and 

'j-ceper tones of blue t o  j e t  black. h using 

.his instrument the  observer  s e l ec t ed  the  surface agreeing most near ly  i n  co lo r  

'it:? t he  p a r t  of the  sky under observat ion and recorded the correspondMg Tutmber 

It cons is ted  of 53 

I 

The su r faces  were numbered i n  order ,  

~ denot ing the blueness  of the sky at  that point .  

1Om the  horizon t o  the  zeni th .  

In general  the blueness increaser:  

Severa l  more o r  l e s s  similar inst ruments  have s i n c e  been introduced f o r  t he  

.me  purpose . Recent ly  Dr .  man2 Linke,of hmkPort-on-the-Main, prepared s e t s  of 

color cards inc luding  14 t i n t s ,  ranging from almost whita t o  a very dark  blue,  

T k s o  were d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  17  o f f i c i a l  meteorological  s e rv i ces  in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  

O f  the  world f o r  the  purpose of securing comparable observat ions of sky blueness.  

A s e t  supplied t o  tho United S t a t e s  Weather Buroau has been used a t  t h e  

&.lorican Univers i ty ,  i n  Washington, s ince  January 1926. 

'&e r e s u l t s  shows, amone; o the r  th ings ,  t h a t  t he re  i s  a very c lose  r e l a t i o n  between 

t1.c blueness  of the  sky and the  range of  hor i zon ta l  v i s i b i l i t y .  

I = l O f i c  r e l a t i o n  betwoen sky and the  number of days 6'ince the  occurrence of r a i n ,  

l'be b l u e s t  skies p r e v a i l  immediately a f t e r  r a i n  has f a l l e n .  

A prel iminary r e p o r t  of 
n \ 
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