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nWmR BUREAU If KIOSKSff 

Small pavilions containing meteorological instruments and charts,  including 

the current dayts weather map, may be seen on frequented s t r ee t s  o r  public squares 

i n  several b e r i c a n  c i t i e s .  The f i r s t  of the “kiosksft, as they are  called, wag 

erected by the Beather Bureau i n  1908 and there a re  now about 35 of them i n  the 

United States. More o r  less similar pavilions have been erected extensively i n  

European c i t i e s ,  mhere many of them 6erve primarily f o r  advertising purposes. 

The.instruments i n  the Veathor Bureau kiosk, which are  all  i n  working order, 

include a self-registering rain-gauge, the receiver of which is at the top o f  the 

kiosk, a common thermometer, a combined maximum and minimum thermometer, a ther- 

mograph, a h a i r  hygrometer, and often an aneroid barometer. 

The kiosk i s  a popular ins t i tu t ion  and l e  instructive as an exhibit  of 

meteorological instruments and placards, but i t s  instrumental records are  n o t  of 

much sc i en t i f i c  value. The structure consists almost ent i re ly  of massive i r o n  

castings, which vigorously absorb and conduct the heat of the Sun. This construc- 

tion, coupled with inadequate ventilation, often causes the thermometers and 

thermograph t o  read much too  hi& i n  summer. The proximity of buildings o r  t rees  

often impairs the value of the rainfall record. 
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