
1% Science Scrvice Feature Rsleased on r e c e i p t  - 
>Ut intended f o r  use 
September 6, 1927 

? 1YHY THE TEkTmR f 

Idailed August 30, 192:' 

By Charles Fitahugh Talnan, 
Authori ty  on Metsorology 

ICE AGES 

L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  science i s  p iec ing  out the s t o r y  o f  the grea t  changes o f  

c l imate  t h a t  'have occurred on t h o  e a r t h  i n  ages pas t .  

P r io r  t o  the nineteenth century geologis t s  were puzzled t o  account f o r  the 

Presence i n  many p a r t s  of t h o  world of the rocks known as Ilboulders" o r  " e r r a t i c s ,  

which had ev iden t ly  been t r a n s p o r t e d  long d i s t ances  from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  beds. 

The Scotchman, p l a y f a i r ,  appears t o  have been the  first person t o  suggest t h a t  

they had been c a r r i e d  by p r e h i s t o r i c  g l ac i e r s .  Many years  l a t e r  Louis Agassiz 

and o thers  rev ived  t h i s  i dea  and also brought forward var ious  o the r  evidence t o  

Prove t h a t  v a s t  areas of Europe and North America had once been bur ied  under 

Glaciers ,  implying a far co lde r  c l imate  than  p r e v a i l s  today. 

A generat ion ago goologis t s  ta lked  o f  "tho Glacial  Period." The FoCOrdS 

of  the  rocks have s ince  d i sc losed  the f a c t  t h a t  t he re  was not merely one of thesc  

f r i g i d  ep isodes  i n  the e a r t h ' s  h i s t o r y ,  bu t  t h a t  several  have occurred. 

l a t e s t  coincided with the  go , log ica l  epoch known as the  ple&stocone. An e a r l i e r  

The 

a d  very severe i c e  age occurred i n  Carboniferous and Permitin t imes,  leaving i t s  

t r a c e s  i n  reg ions  t h a t  now have warm c l ima tes ,  including India ,  South Afr ica ,  

Australia and Sou th  America. There i s  evidence of a t  l o a s t  two s t i l i  e a r l i e r  

major i c e  ages,  bes ides  some minor ones. 

Though each of them l a s t e d  mi l l ions  of yea r s ,  the i c e  ages ware probably 
r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  departures from a normal Condition of warmer and more s t a b l e  
C l i m a t Q .  Some a u t h o r i t i e s  th ink  we a r e  now i i v i n g  i n  a t r a n s i t i o n  period between 
the last i c e  age and a renewal of normal c l i m a t i c  condi t ions.  

(~11  r i g h t s  reserved  by sc ience  Service,  I n c a , )  

SCIENCE SERVICE 
Z l s t  and B 'S t s . ,  
Washington, D. C. 


