
A Scienco se rv ice  Feature - 
Released on r e c e i p t  
but  intended for use 
September 8, 1927 9 WHYTHEFPEATHER 1 

Mailed September 1, 19Z 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

MEASURING DEWFALL 

In  some p a r t s  of tho  world, o s p c c i a l l y  i n  tho t r o p i c s ,  dew forms a s u b s t a n t i a l  

P a r t  of tho  t o t a l  amount of atmospheric moisture rocoivod by p lan ts .  For t h i s  

reason, as well as on account of tho general  6 .0ient i f ic  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  mat te r ,  

nany a t tempts  have been mad3 t o  o b t a i n z c u r a t e  measurements of  dowfall. 

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  t h i s  connection i s  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  amount of dow doponds on t h e  

One 

na ture  of the body on which it i s  deposited.  Some substances cool  by noc turna l  

r a d i a t i o n  more r a p i d l y  than o t h e r s ,  and thus  condenso more water ou t  of t h e  

atmosphere. 

Instruments f o r  measuring dew are c a l l e d  tfdrosometers,n and 8eoClpa5 i i f f e r o n t  

kinds have been constzructed. One with which a French meteorologis t ,  M. Raymond, 

has been making observa t ions  r e g u l a r l y  f o r  the p a s t  seven years  on the  Riviera ,  

Cons is t s  of a Pight  baske t  conta in ing  a l a y e r  o f  d r y  g ra s s  o r  moss. The basket 

and i t s  contents  a r e  weighed j u s t  before  sunset  and placed out  of doors. They 

are weighed again before  s u a r i s e ,  and the d i f f e r e n c e  between tho  observed weights 

r ep resen t s  the weight of the  dew deposited.  MI Raymond has  a l s o  a t tached  r eg i s t e r in :  

apparatus  t o  h i6  dew-gauge, and has thus obtained records  of the  r a t e  of dew 

depos i t  through the night .  Thus h i s  drosometer becomes a ttdrosograph.tt 
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