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The " e q u i n o c t i a l  storm,Il o therwise  known as t h e  " l i n e  storm," i s  a myth. 

S t a t i s t i c s  show t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no maximum of storm frequency,  e i t h e r  i n  t h i s  count ry  

O r  i n  Europe, c l o s e  t o  t h e  d a t e  of ' e i t h e r  equinox, when the  sun c r o s s e s  t h e  " l i n e "  

( i r e , ,  t h e  e q u a t o r ) .  Of c o u r s e ,  i n  the  long r u n  many s torms do occur  about t h e s e  

d a t e s ,  j u s t  as t h e y  occur a t  a l l  o t h e r  t imes of t h e  y e a r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  110 s c i e n t 4 , i p i c  

rcason  f o r  supposing tha t  t h e i r  occurrence can be connected i n  any way w i t h  thee 

passage o v e r  what; t h e  schoolboy d e s c r i b e d  a8 Ira menagerie l i o n  running a r o u n d  

tho e a r t h . "  

I n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  an f f e q u i n o c t i a l n  i s  looked f o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  September ,  about 

t h e  time o f  t h e  autumnal equinox. On September 3 ,  1925, thenaval  a i r s h i p  "Shenan- 

doah11 was des t royed  i n  a s torm over Ohio, Some a u t h o r i t i e s  b e l i e v e d  t h i s  s torm t o  

be o f  t h e  type  known as a " l i n e  s q u a l l , "  which advances acro66 t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  a 

l i n e a r  f r o n t ,  s o  t h a t  a l o n g  narrow s t r i p  of c o u n t r y  i s  a f f e c t e d  at t h e  same t i m o  by 

i t s  passage,  The s torm vas d e s c r i b e d  under  t h i s  name i n  t h e  newspaper r e p o r t s  

of  the  d i s a s t e r .  

Most m e r i c m  newspaper readers had never  heard of n " l i n e  s q u a l l , "  b u t  bel ieve<.  

f i r m l y  i n  t h e  r e c u r r e n c e  each yoar o f  t h e  " l i n e  s torm,"  alias t h e  f t e q u i n o c t i a l t t ,  

The c u r i o u s  r e s u l t  of  a11 t h i s  was tha t  t h e  wreck o f  t h e  ftShenandoahn was widely 

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  an " e q u i n o c t i a l  Storm". 
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