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WEATHER FORECASTING I 

The burden of r e s p o n o i b i l i t y  t h a t  r e s t s  nowadays upon t h e  s h o u l d e r s  of t h e  

"eather  f o r e c a s t e r  I s  stupendous. 

of  p r o p e r t y  may be l o s t  because of an unissued  storm warning. 

crop may be c u r t a i l e d  because of t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  i s m e  a frost warning, o r ,  on tho 

o t h e r  hand, t h e  orange-growers may be p u t  t o  heavy expen8e f o r  f u e l  when a warning 

iE i s s u e d  without  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  

new d u t i e s  i n v o l v i n g  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  ca lami tous  mistakes. 

Hundreds of l i v e s  and m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s '  worth 

The season16 orange 

Year by y e a r  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p r o g n o s t i c a t o r s  acqui re  

The blame f o r  a 

f i r e  i s  now l a i d  at t h e i r  door  i f  a t i m e l y  flf ire-weatherl '  warning was n o t  

i e s u e d  before  i t  happened, and t h e ,  wreck of  an  a i r s h i p  a mi le  above t h e  e a r t h  i s  as 

likely t o  be a s c r i b e d  by thz  p u b l i c  t o  de.fects of the f o r e c a s t i n g  s e r v i c e  as any 

l /ca ther  d i s a s t e r  on t e r r a  firma. 

A p a r a l l e l  has  o f t e n  been drawn between t h e  ar t  of weather p r e d i c t i o n  and t h e  

a r t  of medicine,  

peop le  have a b s o l u t e  f a i t h  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  weather man o r  tho d o c t o r ,  bu t  exper ience  

Both a r e  n o t o r i o u s l y  f a l l i b l e ,  y e t  both a r e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .  Few 

t h a t ,  i n  t h e  long r u n ,  i t  i s  wiao t o  d e f e r  t o  t h e i r  judgment. Thei r  e x i s t e n c e  

in  t h e  scheme of  t h i n g s  is  j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  much more o f t e n  r i g h t  

than  wrong. 
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