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ASSYRIAN WZATIIER PROPHECIES 

Was there  eve r  a time when man d i d  not attempt t o  p r e d i c t  the  weather? In the  

cuneiform l i b r a r y  of  Ashurbanipal, now preserved i n  the Br i t i sh  Musem, the re  a r e  

t a b l e t s  showing t h a t  weather fo recas t ing  was p rac t i ced  on an eXten6iVe scale 

- and as a government e n t e r p r i s e l  I as e a r l y  as the seventh century BICI 

*ssYrian a s t ro loge r s  and magicians, who were publ ic  o f f i c i a l s ,  were charged with the 

The 

t a s k  of  p red ic t ing  a g rea t  v a r i e t y  of mundane events ,  inc luding  droughts and floods.  

Their p red ic t ions  were based on flomens" of many kinds,  among which were Certain at- 

"lospheric phenomena, such as the  luminous c i r c l e s  around the sun and moon known t o  

'lodcrn science a8 ha los  and coronas.' The observat ions of these phenomena served, 

!?Owever, f o r  p red ic t ing  many th ings  besides  weather, and a drought o r  a f lood  was as 

l i k e l y  t o  be fo re to ld  from the  appearance of the l i v e r  of  a s a c r i f i c i a l  animal as 

from the  a spec t  of the  sky. 

0 

A good many formal r u l e s  f o r  weather p red ic t ions  have been found on Assyrian 

Babylonian t a b l e t s .  Here a re  some of  them: 

"If l i g h t n i n g  f l a shes  f rom south t o  e a s t  there  w i l l  be rain and floods." 

"If there  i s  l i g h t n i n g  i n  the West the weather god w i l l  inundate the land of 

Amurru ( P a l e s t i n e )  

" I f  the voice of the weather god ( thunder )  i s  heard i n  the  month of Tammu2 the 

'POPS W i l l  prosper.ll 
"If the  sun is surrounded by a r i n g  there  will be rain and a change of  weather." 
If i t  r a i n s  e i g h t  days i n  the month of Niscxn, t h i s  means r i c h e s  for the  people," It 
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