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WEATHER PROPHETS OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

The palmy days of weather prophecy began a f t e r  the Close of the Middle Ages. 

A now s t y l e  of prophet ic  l i t e r a t u r a  then  came i n t o  Vogue, COnSi6ting Of small tracts 

known as ttprognostica", most of thorn wr i t t en  In  La t in ,  each of which contained a 

Pred ic t ion  of t he  weathor for a s i n g l s  year ,  prepared i n  accordance with the  rulas 

Of as t ro logy ,  These predecessors  of  the almanacs appeared i n  as tonish ing  numbers. 

In  the 6iXtOenth century  f u l l y  3,000 of them were issued.  One indU6triOUs German, 

Hal18 Virdung, publishod such woathor fo rocas t s  annual ly  f o r  58 years.  

A memorablo epieode of t h i s  per iod was the  much-predicted f lood t h a t  f a i l e d  t o  

a r r i v e  ' i n  February, 1624. Author i t i e s  were d iv ided  as t o  whether t h i s  wa6 t o  be a 

universa l  deluge,  l i k e  the Noachian one, o r  meroly an except iona l ly  r a iny  s p e l l ,  

caus ing  l o c a l  inundat ions;  b u t  In the  scoros of  works published on the  sub jec t  i n  
# 

d i f f g r e n t  p a r t s  of Europe the  f a c t  that  th ree  p l ane t s  would be i n  the  watery con- 

? t e l l a t i o n  of p i sces  a t  one time dur ing  the month i n  quest ion was dec lared  t o  be a 

Sure s ign  of tremendous downpours, 

* These prophecies caused general  conetornat ion.  Everywhere people l e f t  t h e i r  

homee and t o o k  re fuge  on h i l l t o p s ,  where thoy remained u n t i l  the  fatal month had 

Passod. The weather proved t c  be e n t i r o l y  normal - and the  ropu ta t ions  Of the 

a Q t r o l o g e r s  apparent ly  d i d  not s u f f e r  i n  the  l e a s t  from tho f iasco!  
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