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----__----I_- THE ARCTIC OCEAN AS A HOT-WATER -- H E A S  

An impor tan t  f a c t  b e a r i n g  on t h e  temperature  of the  Arctic i s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  
4 

Part o f  t h i s  r e g i o n  i s  occupied by a deop ocean. 

s l i g h t  e x t e n t  a t  tho  s u r f a c e ,  and t h e r e f o r e  i t s  temperature  cannot  be lower t h a n  

t h e  f r e e z i n g - p o i n t  of sea water  I about 30 d e g r e e s  Fahrenhei t ,  

; reservoi r  of r e l a t i v e l y  w a r m  water  i s  comparable i n  i t s  e f f e c t s  t o  t h e  hot-water 

It i s  n o t  f r o z e n ,  except  t o  a 

This  enormou6 

h e a t i n g  system o f  a houso. 

Tho l a y e r  of six o r  e i g h t  f e e t  of i c e  t h a t  c o v e r s  more o r  less  of t h e  p o l a r  

sea, a c c o r d i n g  t o  sea3011, though n o t  a good conductor  o f  h e a t ,  i s  by no means an 

e b s o l u t e  i n s u l a t o r .  

Sverdrup,  who had charge of t h e  scientific work on board  t h e  'IMaudtt d u r i n g  h e r  l o n g  

It p e r m i t s  tho s t e a d y  passage of h e a t  th rough i te Pro A. H e  

d r i f t  n o r t h e a s t  of S i b e r i a ,  made t h e  i n t e r o s ' t i n g  c a l c u l a t i o n  t h a t  becauso Of t h e  

supply of hoat  from the water  tho temperature  of  t h e  air i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  he v i s i t e d  

could  nevor  f a l l  lowor t h a n  50 degroos bolow zero  Fahrenhei t .  

D r .  Sverdrup once t o l d  mo of  a s l e d g i n g  p a r t y  t h a t  adopted t h e  expodiont of 

P i t c h i n g  i t s  t e n t  over  a hole c u t  through t h o  i c o  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep warm. 

( ~ l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Science  S e r v i c e ,  Inc.). 
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