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There a re  two widespread poyular f a l l a c i e s  i n  regard t o  t h e  c l imate  and 

"eather of the  Arc t ic .  

Q d  the  o the r  t h a t  i t s  woather i s  always and everywhere in t ense ly  cold.  

One i s  t h a t  the reg ion  i s  sub jec t  t o  heavy falls of snow 

The p r e c i p i t a t i o n  over the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of the  Arc t ic  - snow and r a i n  combinrj.? 

- i s  about equivalent  i n  depth of water t o  t h a t  of Ariztona o r  New Mexico. I t  

ranees from 10 t o  1 5  inches a year. 

d i s t i n c t l y  a r i d .  

In  o ther  words, the cl imate  of the Arc t ic  io 

Tho temperature i s  no t  always low. Far from it. L i s t e n  t o  what Vilhjalmur 

S tefansson  says about tho c l imate  of h i s  ha;Jpy hunt ing ground: 

"1 spent t he  summer of 1910 from f i f t y  +,o seventy-five miles  nor th  of t he  

Arc t ic  C i rc l e  i n  Canadb, no r theas t  of Grca: Bear Lake, and. f o r  s i x  weeks the tern- 

Peraturo rose  t o  the  v i c i n i t y  of 90 dcgrccs i n  the shado nea r ly  every day. Nei ther  

d i d  i t  fa l l  low a t  n igh t ,  f o r  i n  that  reg ion  the sun does no t  s e t  i n  summer and 

the re  i s  no r e s p i t e  through cool ing  darkness. The 6u.n bea t  down on U s  from R C 1 G U r ~ .  I 

less sky as it  continued i ts  monotonous c i r c l i n g ,  and a l l  of  my pa r ty  agreed we 

had never i n  our  experience su f fc red  as much from co ld  as we sufforod from h e a t  

t h a t  summer. 

"The d i s t r e s s  was augmented by thc  unbelievable number of p e s t s  of the i n s e c t  

wor ld  - mosquitoes, s andf l i e s ,  h o r s o f l i c s  aEd s o  on." 
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