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LOST IN A CLOUD 
_ . . - U P  

George Oe t t l e ,  pub l i c i ty  representa t ive  of the  Union of South Afr ica  i n  the 

United States, w a s  once l o s t  %n the Tablecloth,  the famous shee t  of cloud t h a t  f r e -  

quent ly  overspreads Table Mountain, near Cape Town. He and a companion sca led  the 

mountain one afternoon. Suddenly they found themselves enveloped i n  tho cloud. For 

a long time they d id  n o t  dare t o  move, bu t  they f i n a l l y  groped t h e i r  way t o  a 

f ami l i a r  ledge, halfway up the mountain, from which they hoped t o  make a safe descent  

fIero, t o  add t o  t h e i r  t e r r o r s ,  they came upon a human skeleton;  one of tho m a y  

victims of  the t reacherous cloud. Not u n t i l  l a t e  t h a t  n ight  were they able t o  

Bcramble down t o  Cape TOW& 

A standard guidebook t o  South Af r i ca  conta ins  the  following warning: 

"The ascent  of Table Mountain, although fa t igu ing ,  offers no mountaineering 

d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The only danger t o  be apprehended i s  from the dense clouds t h a t  

c o l l e c t  at t imes around the summit and produce the  well-known phenomenon of the 

Tablecloth. AS t h i s  pecul ia r  appearance i s  genera l ly  occasioned by southeast  winds, 

i t  occurs more f requent ly  i n  summer than i n  winter,  bu t  the extreme suddenness w i t h  

which the  clouds a r r i v e  makes it impossible at any time t o  p red ic t  t h a t  the mountaix? 

W i l l  be c l e a r  for the  next  24 hours. Fatal  accidents  have occurred from v i s i t o r s  

Wandering about i n  the  m i s t  and f a l l i n g  over prec ip ices ,  whi l s t  o thers ,  p re fe r r ing  

the sa fe r  plan of waiting f o r  the m i s t  t o  rise, have remained i n  one spot f o r  many 

hours . 
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