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That engineers  recognize t h e  necess i ty  of i n t ens ive  l o c a l  s t u d i e s  i n  dea l ing  

v J i t h  f lood problems i s  ind ica t ed  by c e r t a i n  remarkabie undertakings tha t  have been 

c a r r i e d  on i n  the va l l ey  of the h i i a m i  River as a sequel t o  the  devas t a t ing  f lood 

of h - c h ,  1913, which cos t ,  i n  that v a l l e y  a lone ,  about 360 l i v e s  and destroyed 

prDPerty t o  a va lue  of $lOO,OCO,OOOo The M i a m i  Conservancy District  has  been at 

w r k  f o r  some yea r s  p:!aiming and cons t ruc t ing  safeguards a g a i n s t  t h e  recur rence  

of  Such a d i s a s t e r .  

I n  order  t o  secure d a t a  t o  guide them i n  t h i s  e n t e r p r i s e  the engineers  of the 

organiza t ion  have macle a number of e l ebora t e  inves t iga t ions .  They have co l l ec t ed ,  

f o r  example, exhaustive records  of storm r a i n f a l l  for the whole of the  e a s t e r n  

United S t a t e s  and made a d e t a i l e d  ana lys i s  of each stopm, and they  have s tudied  

every aspec t  of run-off i n  t h e i r  own l o c a l i t y ,  using f o r  t h i s  purpose not  only the 

records of  n a t u r a l  showers but  a l s o  d a t a  obtained by means of a r t i f i c i a l  downpours 

on a number of t r a c t s  varying i n  slope and i n  s o i l  condi t ions.  

These and o the r  s t u d i e s  of the bliami Conservancy e x p e r t s  a r e ,  of course,  of 

much more than l o c a l  i n t e r e s t ,  though they  were undertaken e n t i r e l y  wi th  a View t o  

the requirements of a s ing le  engineer ing pro jec t .  They have r e c e n t l y  acqui red  

added i n t e r e s t  on account of the g r e a t  r ev iva l  of naviga t ion  on t h e  Ohio R'iVer,Of 

which the Miami i s  an important t r i b u t a r y .  
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