
Scim.ce S e r v i c e  Fea ture  
Released on r e c e i p t  
b ~ ; t  i n t e n d e d  f o r  use 
S,r,tenSer 28,1927 ? WIY THE W4THER ? Mailed September 21 ,, 1927 

By Char les  Fi tzhugh Talman 
Author i ty  on Meteorology 

MOTiTVS I..COlJT T X  ATJiiGRA --I...,. -.-.-. -". - -_.---- .--.- 

I n  t h a t  unique r e p o s i t o r y  of m a t h e r  h i s  t o r y ,  Sidney Parley's " H i s t o r i c  

Storms of New ZiiE;land," we a r e  t o l d t h a t  n o r t h e r n  Lights  were observed by New 

&nglanders  i n  hTarch, 1718, and " t h e r e  was a genera l  i e a r  t h a t  d i r e  c a l a m i t i e s  

would r e s u l t  t h e r e f r o n o t '  I n  Decoaber, 1719, t h e  8 U r Q F a  a g a i n  appeared,  and " t h e  

People became g r e a t l y  a l s r n s d ,  n o t  dreading  i t  s o  mush as a means of d e s t r u c t i o n  

b u t  as a p r e c u r s o r  of t h e  f i r e r ;  of t h e  las t  g r e a t  day arid a s i g n  of coming dangor: . '  

The a u r o r a  must have basn  of ufiusual b r i l l i a n c y  on t h i s  occas ion ,  as it  seemed t o  

"fill tho  whole firmament; WLVA f i r e " ,  though t h e  moon was w i t h i n  a day o r  two of 

the  f u l l .  

An a u r o r a  of December, 1736, was suppoced t o  be connected with " the  t e r r i b l e  

t h r o a t  dis tomper  which c a r r i e d  o f f  s o  many hundreds of  c h i l d r e n  throughout  N e w  

England a t  t h a t  period." A deep r e d  a u r o r a  was soen j u s t  before  t h e  outbreak of 

the  Mexican War, and "many t h a t  looked upon i t  s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  was a fore-  

runner  of t h e  bloody c o n f l i c t . "  ( T h i s  was w r i t t e n  i n  1891.) 

The maximum of t h e  sunspot  p e r i o d  i s  now n e a r  and t h e  time is r i p e  f o r  somc 

f i n e  a u r o r a l  d i s p l a y s .  

if h i s t o r y  r e p e a t s  

They w i l l  probably n o t  arouse s u p e r s t i t i o u s  f e a r s ,  b u t ,  

i t s e l f ,  they  w i l l  call f o r t h  some a s t o n i s h i n g  f l i g h t s  of 

imagina t ion  i n  newspapers and popular  magazines. 
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