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"EVENING GRAY AND MORNING RED" --------- 
A gray sunse t  sky a f t e r  a c l e a r  day i s  due t o  the pr'esence of water drops i n  

t h e  a i r ,  and i n d i c a t e s  condi t ions  favorable f o r  r a i n ,  s ince ,  un less  the a i r  were 

sa tura ted  t o  a considerable  a l t i t u d e  with water  vapor, the comparatively warm 

sunshine of  t he  af ternoon would favor  evaporat ion r a t h e r  than condensation of 

moisture. A gray sunr i se  sky has ,  as a general  r u l e ,  j u s t  the opposi te  meaning* 

1% of t en  i n d i c a t e f ' t h e  presence i n  the a i r  of water drops formed on dus t  p a r t i c l e s  

during the n igh t ,  a f t e r  the  manner of  dew, because the  upper a i r  has  been dry 
c 

enough tdpermit r a p i d  r a d i a t i o n  of  hea t  from the  dust.  These drops will be speedi ly  

evaporated by the  r i s i n g  sun, and the general  dryness  of the  atmosphere w i l l  not  

favor f u r t h e r  condensation. Thus the  proverb i s  j u s t i f i e d :  

"Evening red and morning gray 
Help the  t r a v e l e r  on h i s  way; 
Evening gray and morning r e d  
Bring down r a i n  upon h i s  head." 

There a re  many v a r i a t i o n s  of t h i s  proverb. Here i s  a less familiar one: 

Itme skies being r ed  at evening 
Foreshewes a f a i r e  and c l ea re  morning; 
But  i f  the  morning r i s e t h  r e d ,  
Of wind and r a ine  we shall be sped." 

(All r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service,  Inc.)  

SCIENCE S ERVICE p 

21st  and B S t S . ,  
Washington, D.C. 


