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WEATBR AND THE RAILROADS 

"In t h e  bui ld ing  of rai1roads;flseys E. L. Wells, of the U. S. Weather Bureau, 

m a y  phases of climate are t o  be considered,  inc luding  the  p r o b a b i l i t y  of floods,  It 

deep snows, high winds, sand storms, e t c .  

l eng th  of r a i l r o a d  l i n e  i n  one of the western states was found t o  be p r a c t i c a l l y  

It is n o t  long s ince a Considerable 

'Vorthless because o f  having been b u i l t  too  near t h e  bed of a stream and therefore  

being too  much s u b j e c t  t o  damage from f loods ,  so it  was replaced by a l i n e  b u i l t  

iligher up, The w r i t e r  remembers two r a i l r o a d s  en te r ing  the same town in one of the 

"or thern p l a i n s  s t a t e s ,  one of which is seldom blockaded) while t he  o ther  i s  eome- 

i l m G s  c losed  by snow for months at a time, I n  the former case the c u t s  a r e  p a r a l l e l  .* 

b o  $he wind, while  i n  the la t ter  the  wind blows d i r e c t l y  ac ross  the  cuts. 

"In opera t ing  r a i l r o a d s  a knowledge of the c l imate  i s  e s s e n t i a l .  This  i s  

' P a r t i c u l a r l y  true i n  the  shipment of per i shable  products,  which may require i c i n g  o r  

v s n t i l a t i o n  86 a p ro tec t ion  aga ins t  high temperature,  o r  i n s u l a t i o n  aga ins t  cold.  

.Jot only i s  a knowledge of c l ima t i c  condi t ions  e s s e n t i a l  i n  t ak ing  precaut ions 

aga ins t  loss i n  Gransportat ion,  b u t  weather r eco rds  are playing an i nc reas ing ly  

l a rge  p a r t  i n  t h e  se t t lement  of c la ims f o r  product6 and proper ty  damaged i n  t r a n s i t .  

The claim agents  of the  l ead ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  companies and the  t r a f f i c  managers of 

t he  commission houses and producers '  association$eep complete f i l e s  of cl imatologicn 

data, and a largo percentage of c la ims f o r  damaged goods are  now s e t t l e d  out  of 

cour t  on the  b a s k  of the  weather repOrtSe" 
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