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WEATHER AND THE RAILROADS

“In the building of railroads,"says BE. L. Wells, of the U. §. Weather Bureau,
"many phases of climate are to be considered, including the probability of floods,
deep snows, high winds, sand storms, etc. It is not long since & considerable
length of railroad line in one of the western states was found to be practically
Worthless because of having been built too near the bed of a stream and therefore
Leing too much subject to damage from floods, so it was replaced by a line built
higher up, The writer remembers two railroads entering the same btown in one of the
forthern plains states, one of which is seldém blockaded, while the other is some-
times closed by snow for months at a time, In the former case the cuts are pérallel
@O'ihe wind, while in the latter the wind blows directly across the cuts.

| "In operating railroads a knowledge of the climate is essential., This is
DParticularly true in the shipment of perishable products, which may require icing or
ventilation as a protection against high temperature, or insulation agalnst cold.
~0% only is a knowledge of climatic conditions essential in taking precautions
against loss in transportation, but weather records are playing en increasingly
large part in the settlement of claims for products and property damaged in transit.
The claim agente ofthe leading transportation companies and the traffic managers of
the commission houses and producers’ associationqpeep complete files of climetologica
data, and a large percentage of claims for damaged goodes are now settled out of
court on the basis of the weather reports."
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