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R A f N B ?  THE SHOPPER 

The weather plays an importantpar t  i n  n e a r l y  every l i n e  of busine8s. A b i g  book. 

on t h i s  sub jec t  still  awaits the writ ing.  Meanwhile here  is an i n t e r e s t i n g  b i t  of 

information,  con t r ibu ted  by F. C. Kellyr 

“In a l a r g e  c i t y  the business of a.department s t o r e  i s  se r ious ly  h u r t  by r a i n  

in the  forenoon, but  r a i n  i n  the e a r l y  af ternoon is  usua l ly  a b ig  help.  Most 

customers of a b i g - c i t y  department s t o r e  a re  women, and nea r ly  all of them l i v e  

mme d is tance  from the s t o r e  - at tho edge of t he  c i t y  o r  i n  the  suburbs. If i t  

r a i n s  along about e igh t  o r  nine ocolock i n  the  morning, the woman who had planned 

t o  go shopping t h a t  day i s  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t o  change her  mind, even though she did not 

intend t o  go u n t i l  afternoon. The r a i n  no t  only suggests  discomfort  i n  g e t t i n g  

about ,  bu t  diminishes he r  d e s i r e  o r  immediate need f o r  c e r t a i n  a r t i c l e s ,  and d r i v e s  

t h e  shopping i d e a  out of h e r  head. On the  o the r  hand, i f  it  i s  b r i g h t  and c l e a r  

i n  the  morning but  c louds up about noon f o r  a heavy downpour which lasts most O f  

the  af ternoon,  i t  i s  the  b e s t  t h i n g  t h a t  could happen f o r  t he  department s t o r e ,  

because shoppers g e t  i n  and cannot comfortably ge t  out. They shop a l l  over t h e  

s t o r e ,  buy luncheon the re ,  and shop some more. 

“While the  r a i n  i s  t h u s  helping the  department s t o r e s ,  it may h u r t  t he  smaller 

shops, because many customers who would otherwise look around a r e  obliged to do a l l  

t h e i r  buying under one roo f . “  
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