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Tho who has had mro oersonal cxporionces W i t h  tOrnadOo8 and has rrritton 

more about them than anyb0d.y else  h the norld ie Colonel John P. Finley, a retired 

Officer of the Unitod Sta tes  Army. 

day8 Then that  branch of  the Arqy conductad the meteora~ogicd service of' the 

He mas a lieutenant in the Signal Corps i n  the 

country, now carried on by the Waathor Bureau. 

in chargo of tho f f s l d  investigation of tornadoes and othcr violent local storms, 

In the early si&tise he was placed 

with headquarters a t  Ksnsas City, In execation of t h i s  duty hs travelod nbolit tho 

country, visiting tho scenofi of rocent tornad.ces and occasionally runninf: into one 

of thsse storms i n  activo operation. Bo oraaniced a corps of 2,500 tornado re- 

Porters representing evsry s t a t e  and t e r r i t o ry  in  thrt Union, from whose rccorda 

ho aesembled a remarkable fun6 of information concernln? the doadliest s t o m 8  on 

ear th  b 

Washington, rocout ing  aomn of  h i s  exporinnces rrlth tornadoes, a t  tho very momnt 
the rocent disastrous storm struck S t ,  Louis, 
tho p r a i r i e  wh3n he saw unrnistakonbln signs of a coming "tvister(' on the mostorn 
horizon. Ha stopped a t  a farnihouso, There he found a voman proparing supper. 
l y  explaining tho danger he instructed her t o  put out the fire, and aidod her i n  
doing so. He then rounded up othcr mclrfbors of tha family,  vho were out i n  the 
f i o l d s ,  mtl aesemblad thorn all i n  tho southmat corner of tho col lar .  Hardly had 
thoy roached this rafugo vhrhen tho bellov%nF monster roached tho spot, l i f t a d  the 
ontire houae from its foundations and s a t  i t  dom, almost intact, i n  an anjoining 
field.. Nobody in the collar was injured. 
in tho i r  home, rlhlch 178s still habitable despite its chanfle of location. 

By an odd coincidence, Colonel Finlsy vas in the Weather Bureau office i n  

On one occasion he was driving over 

Brief- 

That night tha farmer's family s lopt  

EDITORS: Clionts of WHY !CHE WEATHER VOPO &van advmca covorqc on tho back- 
around of tho St .  Louis tornado through tho omcrgoncg copy sant out May 16. 
t h i s  packet g iv ing  coverage of typical s m e r  spot A Q ~  meathor storios ware con- 
tained 
tornado. 
sent out ehortly, 

In 

a story: TORNADO PACTS and a t!?o column m t r i x  photograph Of a typical 
The emergency mcket oovering f a l l  and rrintsr spot wsathor nom 7111 bo 
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STe LOUIS'S PREVIOUS TORNADO 

St. Louis shares  with Galveston the doubtful  honor of having been the 6cene of 

two h i s t o r i c  storms. There were two lfGalveston Hurricanes" - 1900 and 1915. Now 

there  have been two "St. Louis Tornadoesn, 

S t ,  Louis 's  ear l ier  v i s i t a t i o n  was on May 27, 1896. The storm entered the  c i t y  

from the west about 6110 p.m. and t r a v e l e d  6 miles eastward t o  t h e  Miss i ss ippi  

River at a speed of abou2, 36 miles an hour. Th i s  f i gu re  does no t ,  of course,  

r ep resen t  the  v e l o c i t y  of the wind, b u t  the progress  of the whW as a whole. The 

storm track was at f i r s t  about a mile and a h a l f  wide and then narrowed t o  a mile,  

The s t o r m  was most severe i n  Lafaye t te  park and the  surrounding d i s t r i c t .  

every t r e e  i n  t h e  park was twis ted  o r  broken o f f ,  and some were uprooted. The bark 

Nearly 

was qtr ipped.  from many. 

A s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  tornado was t h a t ,  as i t  passed through the c i t y ,  

i t  did not  descend t o  the  groundbut  remained with i t s  lower edge at a n e a r l y  uni- 

form d i s t ance  of  about 30 f e e t  above it. I n  a great major i ty  of houses t h a t  were 

s t ruck  the damage was above the  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  except i n  the  case  of co l l apse ,  near 

the c e n t e r  of  the  track, and of the  crushing of lower f l o o r s  by the weight o f  de- 

b r i s  f a l l i n g  from above. Hundreds of walls were blown ou t  above t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r6  

while t h e  lower walls remained Intact.! 

broken off above a he ight  of  30 feet.! 

f u r t h e r  havoc was wrought, 
pe r ty  loss was estimated a t  $12,904 000. 

In  the  park n e a r l y  a l l  the  t r e e s  were 

The storm crossed the  r i v e r  and passed through East S t ,  Louis, Ill., where 
The ~ O S S  of l i f e  i n  both towns was 906, and the pro- 
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