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BYARDING TORNADOES IN THTIR DEN

The man who has had more versonal exporionces with tornadoes and has written
more about them than anybody else in the world is Colonel John P. Finley, a retired
officer of the United States Army. He was a lisutenant in the Signal Corps in the
days when that branch of the Army conducted the meteorological service of the
country, now carried on by the Weathor Bureau. In the early cighties he was placed
in charge of the field investigation of tornadoes and other violent local storms,
with headquarters at Kansas City. In execution of this duty he traveled about tho
country, visiting the scenes of recent tornadces and occasionally running into one
of thsese storms in active operation. He organized a corps of 2,500 tornado re-
porters representing svary state and territory in the Unlon, from whose records
he assembled a remarkable fund of information concerninz the deadliest storms on
sarth.

By an odd coincidence, Colonel Finley wes in the Weather Bureau office in
Washington, rocounting somec of his expericnces with tornadoes, at the very moment
the rocent disastrous storm struck St. Louis. On one occasion he was driving over
the preirie whon he saw unmistakeable signs of a coming "twister! on the westorn
horizon. He stopped at a farmhouse, where he found a woman preparing suppor. Brief-
ly explaining the danger he instructed her to put out the fire, and aided her in
doinz so. He then rounded up other menmbors of the family, who were out in the
fields, and assembled thom all in the southwost corner of the collar., Hardly had
thoy reached this rofuge vhen the bellowing monster reached the spot, lifted the
entire house from its foundations and sct it down, almost intact, in an adjoining
field. UNobody in the ccllar was injured. That night the farmer's family slopt
in their house, which was still habitablo despite its change of location.

EDITORS: Clients of WHY THE WEATHRER werc given advance coverage on thoe back-
ground of tho St. Louis tornado through the ecmergency copy sent out May 16. In
this packet giving coverage of typical summer spot news weather storles wore con-
tained a story: TORNADO FACTS and a two column matrix photograph of a typical
tornado. The emergency packet covering fall and winter spot weather news will be
sent out shortly.
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