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Indian summer i s  both A fact ana a qyth, Every inhabitant of the nosthorn Unftod 

States and southzm Canada i8 familiar r.tith the rnlla, calm, hazy s t a t e  of  tho atmos- 

?here that frequently occurs i n  the autumn, sometimes following a b r i e f  pcriod o f  m- 

b,cJasonablo cola  known RS "squaw winter." I t  i s ,  however, one thing t o  recogna.tF; tk.:: 

edwtance of a ce r t a in  type of weather as cha rac t e r i s t i c  of our autumns and q u i t e  

artcthnr to adm$t tha t  one d e f i n i t e  spell  of such weather oocurs mrc o r  less  ree;ulc^r- 

l y  from year to year. 

Onn true sumner, and only onn, i a  an annual event and occupies an a~~!)roxlm.:tely 

f:!xod place i n  the calendar. Indian 8umm3r, on tho  contrary, has never been tied 

domn to  p m t i c u l a r  dates. In  his  notos on the meteorological conditions a t  C o n c c d ,  

b a s , ,  dwfng tho ton pars 1851-1860, Thoreau records the occurrence of Indian svr- 

~ 3 2  weather on d a t e s  a l l  the way from Septombor 27 t o  Doccmber 13 -- .a rengr? of 

77 days. 

%be b e l l o f  in the d e f i n i t e  occurrendo year after year of what has somotimer 

been ca l led  the *taftcr-summc4fit is not peciiliar t o  America, 

in Europe, where this supposed period of renewed warmth has been assigned to doi'i- 

n i t e  dates, owing p a r t l y  t o  its assoc ia t ion  with tho name8 of par t ic i i la r  saints i n  

tho cftbondar. 

It is also prevalent 

These dates  vary widely, however, from one region t o  another, rang- 

ing from August 15 (Ju l ian  calendar), tho beginnin,? of tho "young tvomenle summer(! 
of Russia, t o  November 15, S t ,  Martinto dRy, R dato popularly ident i f ied  w i t h  R f i e r -  
summsr i n  Germmy, Holland, France, I t a l y  and sometimes England. A common German 
name f o r  the After-summer i a  "Altweibcrsommeil, OF l l a l d  4 w e @  s-?r". 
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