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IFMDIAN SUIMER

Indian summer i both a fact and a myth. Bvery inhabitant of the northern Unitcd
States and southern Canada is familiar with the mild, calm, hasy state of the atmos-
naere that frequently occurs in the autum, sometimes following a brief period of un-
g2a50nable cold known as "squaw winter.® It is, however, one thing to recognize tr:
edstaﬁce of a certain type of weather as characteristic of our autums and quite
anc ther to admit that one definite sbell of such weathar occurs more or less reguler-
ly from year to year.

One true summer, and only one, is an annual event and occuples an anvroximately
fixod place in the calendar. Indian summor, on tho contrary, has never been ticd
down to narticular dates. In his notasbon the meteorologicel conditions at Cone:rd,
Mass,, during the ten years 1851-1860, Thoreau records the occurrence of Indian sur-
war weather on dates all the way from Septenbar 27 to Docember 13 ~-.a range of
77 days.

The belief in the definite occurrence year after year of what has somatimes
been called the "after-summer® is not peculiar to America., It is also prevalent
in Furope, where this supposed period of renawed warmth has been assigned to defi-
nite dates, owing partly to its association with tho names of particular saints in
the calendar. These dates vary widely, however, from one region to another, rang-
ing from August 15 (Julian calendar), the beginninz of fhe "young women's summert
of Russia, to November 15, St. Martin's day, a dato popularly identified with afier-
summer in Germany, Holland, France, Italy and sometimes England. A common CGerman

name for the after-summer is "Altweiborsommer, or #eld wivsg? summer®,
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