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SAFE FXYING IN FOG 

P i l o t s  f l y i n g  on the  London-Continental air r o u t e s  axe enabled t o  keep t o  t h o i r  

course i n  foggy weather by an e f f i c i e n t  d i rec t ion- f ind ing  system, i n  opera t ion  on 

bo th  s i d e s  of the Channel.. A p i l o t ,  dur ing  f l i g h t ,  can g e t  h i s  bearing from a .  

:;ingle s t a t i o n  on the ground, o r  h i s  absolute  pos i t i on ,  a6 determined by cross-bear- 

i.iigs,. from two o r  more s t a t i o n s ,  

Having requested such information by r a d i o ,  he i s  in s t ruc t ed  t o  t a l k  by rad io-  

phone o r  transmit by Morse f o r  30 seconds. The s t a t i o n s  l i s t e n  t o  h i s  signals and 

h i o  d i r e c t i o n  o r  pos i t i on ,  as the  caae may b e , i s  repor ted  t o  him.. The B r i t i s h  

citations employed i n  t h i s  s e rv i ce  a re  a t  Croydon, Lppne  and Pulhamr When position 

,i.s des i r ed ,  the observa t ions  of the  throe  s t a t i o n s  a r e  co l l ec t ed  at Croydon and 

p l o t t e d  on a c h a r t ,  the  r e s u l t s  being t ransmi t ted  t o  the  p i f o t .  Tho whole operat ion 

k k e s  only about a minute and the  repor ted  l o c a t i o n  i 6  seldom i n  e r r o r  as much as 

t w o  miles, 

Other a i d s  t o  f l y i n g  i n  fog o r  oloud a r e  now being t e s t e d  i n  England and a 

complete s o l u t i o n  o f  tho problem seems t o  bo at  hand. There a r e  automatic s t e e r i n g  

f’cvices t h a t  keep the  a i r c r a f t  t o  its proper courso i n  the air ,  turn- indica tors  t o  

supplement t he  u n r s l i a b l e  compass, and fog-piercing neon l i g h t s  a t  landing f i e l d s .  
Lastly, it i s  proposed t o  guide the a i r c r a f t  t o  a landing  f i e l d  by moans Of a 
“ leade r  cable“ , s imi la r  i n  operat ion t o  the  one t h a t  wao i n s t a l l e d  i n  N e w  York harbor  
:A few years ago f o r  the; b e n e f i t  of shipping. 
t e r n a t i n g  cu r ren t .  
is f l y i n g  over the  cab le  and p a r a l l e l  t o  i t ,  and w i l l  a l s o  ind ica t e  h i s  he ight  
(Lbove the ground. 

The cable  will be charged with an al- 
A signal on tho p i l o t ’ s  instrumont board w i l l  show him when ha 
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