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RI4-MAKING 

Although e f f o r t s  on the  p a r t  o f  more m a n  t o  produce rain have o f ton  bean made 

111 good f a i t h ,  and sometimes under s c i e n t i f i c  auspicos,  t h e  commercial rainmaker i e  

'-n n e a r l y  a l l  cases  a faker ,  pwro and simple, His methods axe, a6 a r u l e  o ~ o s o l y  

akin t o  those of t he  '"rain doctors"  who f l o u r i s h  among savages i n  m a y  p a r t s  o f  the  

'mid subjec t  t o  drought 
I 

About a quar t e r  of a century ago one Frank rdalbourns, known as t ho  " A ~ t r a l i a n  

rain-rnaker", t r a v e l e d  about the  count ry  and of ten  f igured  as an a t t r a c t i o n  a t  county 

l a i r s .  

" a x i n g  mysterious chemicals;  A prooess s t r i k i n g l y  similar t o  t h a t  of  t ho  Mandan 

H i s  procedure c o n s i s t e d  o f  locking himself i n  a f r e i g h t  c a r  o r  a barn and 

Cdicine men of an e a r l i e r  period;, dcscr ibod by C a t l i n  i n  h i6  "Life Among the Indiansfv 

<: ioI  i n  timo of  drought,  were wont t o  shut  themselves i n  t h e i r  lodges  and burn S W e O t -  

i l l lel l ing herbs ,  while p a y i n g  t o  tho Great S p i r i t *  A successor  o f  Melbourne, who 

operated i n  r ecen t  y e a r s  i n  the westorn uni ted  S t a t e s  and Canada, exposes chemi- 

:ais i n  pans a fow f e e t  above tho goun&. He claims t h a t  hc is thus ab le  t o  b r i n g  

l'ain ovor a r ad ius  of  from 40 t o  70 milos, 

"OSt, i n  1912, i n  which g r e a t  q u m t i t i o s  of  explosives were s e t  off, and a l a t e r  
" f f i c i a l  undertaking . i n  Aus t r a l i a ,  when an e labora te  system of e l e c t r i c a l  conductors 
I46 l i f t e d  by k i t e s  eund bal loons with tho i d e a  of a l t e r i n g  t h e  o l o c t r i c a l ' s t a t e  o f  
inhe atmosphere, though c e r t a i n l y  qui to  f u t i l o ,  were a t  l e a s t  capable Of boing dia -  
CuGsed i n  a serious s p i r i t  and i n  %scient i f ic  languago. The hocus-po US o,f t he  $mi- 
ca l  profoss iona l  rain-maker, on tho o t h e r  hand, i s  on a par  with tho ? nau$ical  custom 
of  s c ra t ch ing  tho mast t o  r a i s e  a wind. 
: r e d i t  such c h i l d i s h  exp lo i t$+  They should bo doa l t  with by ths'common 6631188 of 'tho 
Community. 

Such rain-making experimonts as those of General Dyrenfurth, ie 1891, and C.W. 

Science should not  be c a l l e d  upon t o  dis , -  
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