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THE Sr\JO?V LIXE ON MOUNTAINS 

Accounts of t h e  tlsnow-line’f found i n  works on p h y s i c a l  geography o f t e n  Ignore  

the  f a c t  t h a t  there  are t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  n a t u r a l  boundaries  ta which t h i s  name a p p l i e s .  

These are t h e  climatic snow-line, t h e  orographic snow-lino and t h e  t e m p o r d y  

snow-1 i n e  . . 
The f i rs t  i s  t h e  lower l i m i t  of p e r p e t u a l  snow l y i n g  i n  cont inuous f i e l d s .  7,he 

Gecond i s  t h e  l i n e  above which pa tches  of perpe tua l  snow are found in s h e l t e r e d  

p l a c e s . .  The t h i r d  i s  t h e  lower boundary of 6now a t  any p a r t i c u l a r  time, g e n e r a l l y  

Varying from day t o  day, Near t h e  equator  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  the  climatic snow-line 

above s e a  l e v e l  i s  from 15,000 t o  18,000 f e e t ,  In  high l a t i t u d e s  t h e  l i n e  l i e s ,  in, 

g e n e r a l ,  much lower ,  bu t  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between l a t i t u d e  and t h e  h e i g h t  of the snow- 

! .he i e ,  ex t remely  i n d e f i n i t e ;  f a r  more s o  t h a n  might be i n f e r r e d  from some of t h e  

diagrams p u b l i s h e d  i n  schoolbooks. Thus t h e  mountains of c e n t r a l  Asia, wel l  ou t -  

nide t h e  t r o p i c s ,  have a h i g h e r  climatic snow-line than occurs  anywhere near t h e  

oquator .  

On t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o n s t  of Greenland t h e  h e i g h t  o f  t h e  l i n e  i s  more t h a n  

3,000 f e e t ,  while I n  F ’ r a n Z  Josef Land, o n l y  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  n o r t h ,  i t  i s  l e s s  than 

1,000 f e e t ,  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  ups and downs of t h e  snow-line, when hunted over  t h e  

e a r t h ,  ‘prove t o  be no l e s s  e r r a t i c  than t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  the  o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  ol! 

c l imate .  
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