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Now i s  the  time of year when, i n  days gone by, tho woather prophets  of Berks 

County, Ponnsylvania, w0ro said t o  meet i n  annual uonvention and decide whothor t k t  

succeeding wintor would be mild o r  sovoro9 

There is nothing more en te r t a in ing  i n  the  l i t e r a t u r e  of weather fo lk lo re  t h w  

the  r o p o r t s  of  these roputod gathorings,  as publishad i n  c i r cums tan t i a l  de ta i l  i n  

tho  phf lade lphfa  nowspapers of 501330 f i f t c o n  yoars ago. Tho prophets  W e r O  all  men- 

t ioned  by name, and each was stated t o  have his f a v o r i t e  method of prognosticatzo3. 

Besides those who swore by tho farailiw goosebone, thore  were some who t r u s t o a  t o  

the  th i ckness  of co rn  husks, the  a i z e  o f  s q u i r r e l s '  winter 8tore6, the d a t e s  wher. 

muskrats b u i l t  t h e i r  hou8es, b r  t h e  dopth t o  which groundhogs burrowed i n  tho 

ground I 

In the  year 1912 a O.overmont WQathOr s t a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  at Reading, thF: 

COhty-seat .  The local prognos t ica tors  were repor ted  t o  be up in am8 about t h i s  

i nvas ion  of t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y .  

Exchange editors gleefully sproad abroad the  s t o r i e s  o f  the Berks County pre- 

d i c t i o n s ,  euld they were probably faken s e r i o u s l y  by mil l ions  of newspaper roadess, 

b u t  t he re  was not a word of t r u t h  i n  any of them, The c l e v e r  Munchausen who con- 

cocted. t h e s e  f a n t a s t i c  taZes was R and is - a Reading news pap em an^ 
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