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A s f i N A C  IFJJUTHER PREDICTIONS 

From the  s c i e n t i f i c  p o i n t  of view t h e r e  a r e  two ways of l o o k i n g  at t h e  weather  

P r e d i c t i o n s  t h a t  s t i l l  f i g u r e  i n  many almanacs. The s t i c k l e r  f o r  l i t e r a l  t r u t h  

and accuracy condemns them unreservedly  because- they  r e s t  on no s c i e n t i f i c  founda- 

t i o n  and a r e  o f  no p r a c t i c a l  v a l u e  whatever. It is p o s s i b l e ,  however, t o  t a k e  

the  more i n d u l g e n t  view t h a t ,  i n  a g r e a t  many C a S 8 6 ,  t h e y  a r e  p u b l i s h e d  merely f o r  

t h e  sake of  .keeping up a q u a i n t  custom. 

many almanac-makers s t i l l  p u b l i s h  t h e  well-known p i c t u r e  of t h e  Man of  t h e  S i g n s ,  

x t  i s  i n  t h i s  s p i r i t ,  we SUPpoS~, t h a t  .' 

showing how each p a r t  of t h e  human body is, accord ing  t o  a s t r o l o g i c a l  s p e r s t i t i o n $  

under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  z o d i a c a l  c o n s t e l l a t i o n .  
r ,  

Benjamin Frankl in ,  who was one of t h e  s a n e s t  of men and a first-r&e meteoro-' 

l o g i s t  t o  boot ,  i n c l u d e d  t h e  usua l  weather propheCi@6 i n  h i s  I'Pbor Rachard ls  

Almanack,t' b u t  he took p a i n s  i n  ' the  6ame p u b l i c a t i a n  t o  l e t  i t  be known t h a t  ;he d i d  

n o t  i n t e n d  t h e s e  announcements t o  be taken s e r i o u s l y .  Thus i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  t h e  

almanac f o r  1738 he makes llMystriee Saunderstt  apologize  f o r  t h e  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  of 

t h e  work, owing t o  t h e  sudden d e p a r t u r e  of h e r  husband, "poor Dick1I. She a d d s :  

"Upon looking  over t h e  months I see  he has p u t  i n  abundance of foul weather  t h i s  

Year, and t h e r e f o r e  I have s c a t t e r e d  h e r e  and t h e r e  where I could  f i n d  room some 

f a i r ,  p l e a s a n t ,  sunshiny weather ,  f o r  t h e  good women t o  d r y  t h e i r  Qlo.thes in, I f  
it does  n o t  come t o  p a s s  accord ing  t o  my d e s i r e ,  I have shown my. good will, howovc * 

and I hope t h e y  w i l l  t ake  i t  i n  good par tef1 
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