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ALMANAC WEATHER PREDICTIONS

From the scientific point of view theré are two ways of looking at the weather
predictions that still figure in many almanacs. The stickler fqr literal truth
and accuracy condemns them unreservedly because they rest on no scientific founda~
tion and are of no practical value whatever. It is possible, however, to take
the more indulgent view that, in a great many cases, they are published merely for
the sake of keeping up a quaint customs It is in this spirit, we suppose, that
many almanac-makers still publish the well-known picture of the Man of the Signs,
showing how each part of the human body is, according to astrological s*perstitionx
under the control of a particular zodiacal constellation. o

Ben jamin Franklin, who was one of the sanest of men and a girst-raﬁe meteoro~".
logist to boot, included the usual weather propheciss in his "Péor Ricﬁard's
Almanack, " but he took pains in the same publication to let it be known that 'he did
not intend these announcements to be taken seriously. Thus in the preface to the
almanaé for 1738 he makes "Mystrisg Saunders" apologize for the imperfections of
the work, owiné to the sudden departure of her husband, "poor Dick". She adds;
"Upon looking over the months I see he has put in abundance of foul waather this
year, and therefore I have scattered here and there where I caould fiﬁd room some

fair, pleasant, sunshiny weather, for the good women to dry their ¢Yothes in. ~If
it does not come to pass according to my desire, I have shown my. good will, howevc
and I hope they will take it in good part."
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