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, 
It  i s  h a r d  t o  g o t  r i d  of a bad r e p u t a t i o n .  Kansas c o n t i n u e s  t o  bo a s s o c i a t e d  

i n  the p u b l i c  mind with tornadoes ,  though accura te  s t a t i s t i c s  have r e p e a t e d l y  

been p u b l i s h e d  t o  show t h a t  i t  i s  no more s u b j e c t  t o  t h e s e  storms than  s e v e r a l  of 

i t s  s i s t e r  s t a t e s .  S. D. F l o r a ,  o f  t h e  Neather Buraau, a well-known tornado author 

i t y ,  s a y s :  

fliuot long  ago t h e  Weather Bureau made a c a r e f u l  count  of tornadoes over  t h e  

count ry  i n  t h e  8-year p e r i o d  ending  with 1923. I n  that t i n e  Kansas had 69, Arkan- 

st ls 76, ’owa 66 and Missouri  57, ICan~as, however, i s  l a r g e r  t h a n  any o ther  o f  

these  s t a t e s ,  and when r e l a t i v e  arbas a r e  considered we fEnd b o t h  Arkansas and 

Iowa have more tornadoes t h a n  Kansas, while Missouri  comes v e r y  c l o s e  t o  KanGas 

i n  the  frequency of these  storms. Anothcr fact  t h a t  i s  be ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  l a te  

y e a r s  i s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  to rnado damage to p r o p e r t y  and loss of human l i f e  h a s  

occurred i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a n  Kansas. There i s  noth ing  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Kansas 

p a r a l l e l  t o  the  di6astors a t  Murphysboro, Ill.) t h e  t w o  S t ,  Louis  tornadoes,  o r  

t h e  Gmahe storm o f  1913.” 

Mr. F l o r a  also p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  to rnadoes  do n o t ,  on t h e  average, t r a v e l  s o  

f a r  in KanEas as t h e y  do i n  Some of the  s t a t e s  f a r t h e r  e a s t ,  where the  p a t h s  i n  

many cases have beon froin 100 t o  300 miles  long. I n  Ilansas a p a t h  as l o n g  as 5 0  

m i l o s  i s  v e r y  r a r e 6  
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