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THE WAYS OF THE WEATHER PROPHETS

I once mentioned in these notes a celebrated weather prognosticator of the
‘last century, "Professor® Wiggins, who claimed to base his prophecies on the
movements of an invisible moon revolving around the earth.

Thig exploit of pressing a hypothetical celestial body into service as an
ad junct of weather prediction was not unigque. Some years before Wiggins appeared
on the scene, John H. Tice, of St. Louis, begen issuing annual weather Iforecasts.
In explaining his syscem he ascribed special importance to the alleged influence
of the elusive planet "Vulcan", the existence of which, ineide the orbit of
ilercury, once received quasi-recognition in standard works on astronomy.

In more recenit times a prophet in Germany ~ one Guido Lamprecht - has built
up an elaborate weather philosophy on the fantastic assumption that our earth is
surrounded by a seriles of rings, like those of Saturn, which exercise a profound
influence on the atmosphere. The rings are sald to be five in number and were
decorated by their inventor with the names of Emperor Williem, Moltke, Bismarck,
King Albert and Copernicus.

In the ear}¥ days of the nineteenth century a number of ldng range weather
prophets based their predictions on observations of the activities of spiders
end the characteristics of their webs.
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