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THE WAYS OF THE YSEATHS4 PROPI-ETS 

I once mentioned i n  t h e s e  n o t e s  a c e l e b r a t e d  weather p r o g n o s t i c a t o r  o f  t h e  

last  century ,  "professor"  Wiggins, who claimed t o  base h i s  prophec ies  on t h e  

movements of  an i n v i s i b l s  moon r e v o l v i n g  around t h e  e a r t h .  

This  e x p l o i t  o f  p r e s s i n g  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  c e l e s t i a l  body i n t o  s e r v i c e  as a n  

ad junc t  of  weather  p r e d i c t i o n  was not unique. Some y e a r s  b e f o r e  VJiggins appeared 

on t h e  scene ,  John H. T ice ,  of  Stb Louis ,  began issuirig annual  weather fOreCaStS. 

In e x p l z i n i n g  hi6 sys'cem he ascribed s p e c i a l  importance t o  t h e  alleged i n f l u e n c e  

O f  t h e  e l u s i v e  plai le t  "'JulCanw, t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of which, i n s i d e  the o r b i t  of 

6iercury, once rece ived  quas i - recogni t ion  i n  s tandard  works on astronomy. 

I n  more r e c e n t  t imes a prophet  i n  Germany e one Guido L m p r e c h t  - has  b u i l t  

Up an  e l a b o r a t e  weather ph i losophy on tho  f a n t a s t i c  assumption t h a t  our  e a r t h  i s  

tjurroundad by a s e r i e s  of r i n g s ,  l i k e  those  of S a t u r n ,  which e x e r c i s e  a profound 

i n f l u e n c e  on the  atmosphere. The r i n g s  a r e  said t o  be f i v e  i n  number snd were 

Uecorated by t h e i r  i n v e n t o r  with t h e  names of E2nperor W i l l i a m ,  u o l t k e ,  B i s m a r c k ,  

Kine Alber t  and Copernicus. 

I n  t h e  eaX$$r,days of  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century  a number or lbng  r a n g e w e a t h e r  

Prophets  based t h e i r  p r e d i c t i o n s  on observat ion6 of  t h e  a c t i v i t i e c  of  s p i d o r s  
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