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CHANGES OF. CLIMATE 

The n e t  r e s u l t  of a vas t  amount of s c i e n t i f i c  i nves t fga t ion  i s  tha t ,  on $he - 
whole, c l imate  has been remarkably cons tan t  everywhere s ince  the  dawn of h i s tory .  

There i s  much evidence tha t ,  i n  c e r t a i n  regions,  there  have been a l t e r n a t e  

hcreases and decreases  of  temperature,  r a i n f a l l ,  e tc .  , but  there  is l i t t l e  evidence 

09 a i y  psogressive change i n  one d i r e c t i o n .  

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  the a t t i t u d e  of the  s c i e n t i f i c  world on t h i s  sub jec t  is the  

Confidence with which the average IByrnan may be heard t o  assert t h a t  marked 

c l ima t i c  changes have t aken  p lace  within h i s  cwn reco l l ec t ion .  

t h a t  c l imate  has  changed pe rcep t ib ly  within a s i n g l e  human l i f e t i m e  i s  a world- 

vlide delusion and one tha t  has, apparent ly ,  always f lour i shed .  

S t a t e s  we hear of the "old-fashioned win ter , "  with i ts  unl imi ted  s le ighing ,  and 

The popular i d e a  

I n  t h e  United 

- 
also of a decided increase o r  f a l l i n g  o f f  of the r a i n f a l l  i n  c e r t a i n  d l 6 t r i c t S -  , 

i n  the same s o r t  of re t roopect ions.  In  the y e a r  1770 a paper was read  before tho  
American phi losophica l  Society,  i n  Phi ladelphia ,  e n t i t l e d ,  Attempt t o  Account 
f o r  the Change i n  Climate Which Has Been Observed i n  the Middle Colonies of North 
America," Here we r e a d  of a "very observable change of climate1I, remarked by a l l  
o l d  r e s i h a n t s  of  Pennsylvania and the  nsighboring colonies .  
wr i t ing  i n  1781, says of  Vi rg in ia  winters:  "Snows are less f requent .and less deep. 
They do not  o f t e n  l i e ,  below the mountains, more than  one, two o r  t h ree  day8, and 
very r a r e l y  a week. They are remembered t o  have been formerly f requent ,  deQp and 
long continuance. 
about t h ree  Months 5.n every winter." Samuel Williams published very  s i m i l a r  S t a t e -  
ments about 'the c l imate  of Vermont i n '  1794. 

mmkind t o  remember the except ional  and fo rge t  t h e  ordinary.  
Perhaps, be a s o r t  of "race memory" of the vas t  c l i m a t i c  changes that a c t u a l l y  
have occurred i n  the  course of  mi l l i ons  of yearq,  and of which geology r a t h e r  than 
h i s t o r y  furn ishes  the record i  

It is  an i n t e r e s t i n g  fact  t h a t  a century or more ago Americans were indulging 

Thomas Je f f e r son ,  

The e l d e r l y  inform me, the e a r t h  used t o  be covered with snow 

The wliVer6al b e l i e f  in a changing c l imate  i s  mainly due t o  the proneness of  
To some ox ten t  i t  nay, 
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