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SO0T IN THE AIR

Systematic measurements of the amount of solid matter contributed to the at-
.i10sphere by smoke have been made at various places in this country and abroad, and
vield startling ;igureSh Measurements of the "séstfall" at Pitisburgh, befors
the evil there was mitigated, showed an average,annuél deposit amounting to
1,031 tons per square mils« London'e éverage iz 248 tons per square mile for the
whole city and 4R8 tons per squars mile in the central districts, in the heart .of
Glasgow the annual sootfall is 820 fons per square mile.

In Great Britain measurements and analyses of soot and studies of its effects
have been cerried out on a large scale for a number of years by the Advisory
Committee on Atmospheric Pollution, attached to the Metsorological 0ffice. The
Committee has installed Ypollution gauges" of uniform pattern at about 25 places
in England and Scotland. The soot that falls into these gauges is collected once
o month, weighed and analyzed. This organiZation also mekes direct measurements
of the purity of the air, anq has acquired a large fund of informction bearing on
&ll aspects of the smoke problem.

It is estimated that in Lendon the annual amount of loss apd damage dus to
smoke and soot represents a tax of $5.50 per head on the seveﬁ million inhabitants
of the city.,
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