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One of  t h e  most f a m i l i a r  k i n d s  of c a t e r p i l l a r  i s  the l a r v a  of the moth Isia 

i s a b e l l a .  It i s  p a r t  b lack  and p a r t  yellow. You w i l l  f i n d  a colbred p i c t u r e  

of  i t  i n  Frank E. L u t z ' s  "F ie ld  Book of I n s e c t s " ,  p. 168, with t h e  fo l lowing  

d e s c r i p t i o n  b 

"The larva of  t h i s  s p e c i e s  h a s  caused much comment. K e l l o g g  ca l l s  i t  t h e  

' w o o l l i e s t  woolly b e a r , '  and n o t e s  t h n t  'hedgehog' i s  a popular  name. Holland 

Connects t h e  phrase ' t o  c a t e r p i l l a r '  ir, t h e  sense  of  q u i c k l y  y i e l d i n g  t o  unplaasni: 

Circumstances with t h i s  s p e c i e s ,  tiecause, when d i s t u r b e d ,  t h e  l z r v c  c u r l &  up and 

l i e s  m o t i o n l e s s ;  while Comstock r e c a l l s  t h e  hur ry ing  a long  l i k c  a c a t e r p i l l a r  i n  
I 

t h e  f a l l '  when speaking of  t h e  l a r v a f r  apparent  h a s t e  t o  f i n d  a snug p l a c e  i n  

which t o  c u r l  up f o r  t h e  winter .  The r e l a t i v e  amount of black i n  tho  1 3 r V a ' s  ' f u r '  

v a r i e s  g r a z t l y  and i s  said t o  Z o r o t e l l  weather." 

Do you know t h i s  a l l e g e d  weather prophet?  I n  some r u r a l  d i s t r i c t s  he i s  

a n x i o u s l y  examined i n  t h e  autumn because h i s  c o l o r a t i o n  i s  supposed t o  b e t o k e n  t h c  

c h a r a c t e r  of the  succeeding u i n t e r .  The b l a c k  p a r t s  a r e  s a i d  t o  mean cold weather 

2nd . the  yel low mild. I f  t h e  f r o n t  P a r t  o f  t h e  c a t e r p i l l a r  i s  b l a c k ,  t h e  beginnin:; 

of w i n t e r  will be c o l d  - and s o  on. 

O f  course t h i s  i s  an  i d l e  s u p o r s t i t i o n .  Lutz t e l l s  us t h a t  t h e  c o l o r a t i o n  

i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  mois ture  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the  weather t h a t . h a s  gone b e f o r e .  It ha,. 

n o t h i n g  whatever t o  do with the  weather  t h a t  i s  coming a f t e r .  
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