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I f  t h e  oak t r e e s  shed t h e i r  l e a v e s  from below up, t h e  winter w i l l  be  long  and 

If t h e  l e a v e s  of t h e  t r e e s  and grapevines  do n o t  f a l l  before  S t .  &xrtin 's  My 

(I'ovember ll), a c o l d  w i n t e r  mag: be e q e c t e d .  

'A heavy crop  o f  persimmons i n d i c s t e s  a severe  winter .  

. Lone; b r i s t l e s  on hogs e-s a011 a G  long and shaggy h a i r  on h o r s e s  and c a t t l e  

i n  t h e  fall i n d i c a t e  long  win ter .  

I f  the  spleeiz of  hogs i o  s h o r t  and t h i c k ,  t h e  winter  w i l l  be s h o r t .  

I f  i n  t h e  fa l l  i t  -is found t h a t  t h e  hair  on t h e  s q u i r r e l s '  f e e t  extends dotm 

Over the  claws, o r  t h a t  tho  f o a t h o r s  on t h e  legs of  p a r t r i d g p s  extend almost  t o  the 

C l a w s ,  we may expec t  a severe  winter .  

I f  c a t e r p i l l a r s  we found i n  November, we a r e  sure  t o  have Q m i l d  winter .  

If on S t .  M a r t i n f s  Day t h e  weather i s  f a i r ,  c o l d  and d r y ,  t h e  co ld  i n  w i n t e r  

will n o t  l a s t  long. 

I;t t h e  f i r s t  snowfall of t h e  soa6on t a k e  a p i n t  o f  snow, put  i t  i n  a t i n  vcssc 

t h e n  p lace  t h e  v e s s e l  on a h o t  s tove ,and  Count t h e  number of  bubbles  t h a t  r i s e  while  

t h e  snow i s  m e l t i n g ,  This  will i n d i c a t e  the  number of snowfa l l s  f o r  t h e  soason. 

'the f i r s t  snowfa l l  u n t i l  Christmas.' 

'the Pennsylvania  @r,,ans, who are l i k e w i s e  supposod t o  ho ld  tho f*goosebonotf i n  h igh  
lionor as an  i n d i c a t o r  of w i n t a r  weather. But t h e  Reverend John Baor S toudt ,  an 
a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e s e  people ,  writesrne under rocont  d a t e  :ffTho old bLlr 
l i e f s  a r e  dyine; ou t .  The goosebone s t o r y  h a s  always been t r c a t o d  as Q j oke ,  and tl: ; 
szme i s  t r u e  o f  t he  groundhog, Very few people e v e r  took any of t h e v e a t h c r  pro- 
p h e c i e s  s e r i o u s l y .  n 

The number of snowfalls 2or  t h e  w i n t e r  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  number of days fro:  

These and s e v e r a l o t h e r  win ter  p o r t e n t 6  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  f o l k l o r e  of 
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