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TN3 XOST FAMOUS STCRM TN HISTORY - 
One of the most ce lebra ted  weather events  i n  a l l  h i s t o r y  was the  "Groat 

Storm'' of November, 1703, which raged over much of Europe and was e s p e c i a l l y  sevcro . 

in and about the B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  Daniel Defoe wrote a book about i t ,  and it i s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  the \uell-Known l i n e s  of Addison -- 
So, whon an angel,  by d iv ine  command, 
With r i s i n g  teinpests shakes a g u i l t y  land,  
Such as of l a t e  o ' e r  pa le  Br i t ann ia  past .  

Throughout t he  south and west of England the  des t ruc t ive  e f f e c t s  of the wind 

were q u i t e  without precedent f o r  t h a t  p a r t  of the world. Hundrods of bu i ld ings  

were ruined and t h e r e  was vas t  des t ruc t ion  of  treos.  Dsfoe p laces  the l o s s  of 1 i f . j  

on l and  a t  123, while hundreds more were injured.  The losses  a t  sea were far 

grea te r .  
I 

"ore than 8,000 seamen porished, including some 1,500 men of t he  Royal 

blavy, The f irst  Eddystone l ighthouse was destroyed i n  t h i s  storm. Its a r c h i t e c t ,  

Kinstanley,had expressed tho  hope of  being i n  the bu i ld ing  during the  worst gale 

it should ever  experience,and h i s  wish was t r a g i c a l l y  accomplished. Ho had gono 

t o  the l ighthouse t h e  day before t o  superintend some repairs ,and he never returnod. 

Uuch information concerning the  storm has been gleaned by an English mctoorolct4 

g i s t ,  Henry Harrios, from an examination of contemporary log-books of B r i t i s h  

men-of-war. It appea;rs t o  have been qu i t e  comparable i n  violence t o  the worst 

hur r icanes  of t he  t r o p i c s .  
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