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A U R O R a  DISPLAY5 MISTAKEN FOR FIRES 

AS, i n  connection with the  m a x i m u m  phase of the elt?VenuyoW sunspot cyc le ,  

t he re  i 6  a good chance t h a t  br i l l imt  d i sp lays  of aurora  borealis w i l l  be seen be- 

fo re  long i n  the United S t a t e s ,  i t  i s  t imely t o  recall the  fact t h a t  natural exhib' 

%ions of t h i s  cha rac t e r  have sometimes been mistaken f o r  d i s t a n t  conflagrat ions.+ 

Describing the au ro ra  i n  h i6  Quaestiones Naturales,  Seneca says: "The blazo O P  

i t  is  occas iona l ly  60 high as t o  moun+* t o  the very stars; occas iona l ly  it i s  60 10  

as t o  present  t he  appearance of a d i s t a n t  f i r e .  

the f i r e  br igade hur r ied  o f f  t o  t h e  r e l i e f  of the colony at  Ostia, supposing it t o  

In  the r e ign  of  Tibe r ius  Caesar 

be i n  flames,. 

t he  sky,which appeared t o  proceed from a t h i c k  smoky f i re ,"  (Clarke's tran8latfon0.j 

During the g rea to r  p a r t  of the n igh t  t he re  had been a dull glow in 

*The mistake ment'ioned by Seneca," says professor Angot, "is 8 0  natural, t h a t  

i t  has of t en  occurred since.. A t  Copenhagen,, i n  1709, during a l a r g e  and brigliaiib 

e.urora, severa l  m i l i t a r y  detachments turned out under arms with boat ing  clrumsqfJ. 

In  %rch, 1926, the whole f i r e  brigade of Salzburg,  Auetr ia ,  was called out  t .  

quench what was supposed t o  be a l a r g e  and widespread f i r e  bu t  proved t o  bo an 

c a r o r a l  display.  Alarms were turned i n  from a l l  p a r t s  o f  the town and a v e r i t p b l c  

panic  preva i led .  
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